J

2021

S

W

Sunday Worship: 9:15am
Facebook live

9:15

Facebook Live/Online Worship

Burmese Worship at 10:30am
(Online)

(Through the end of February)
(Also posted at www.youtube.com/zionrockford afterwards)

Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue
Rockford, Illinois 61104
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Phone: (815) 964-4609
www.zionrockford.com
zionrockford@gmail.com
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January 6, 2021 at 6pm (Youtube and Facebook)
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www.youtube.com/zionrockford

Pastor Corner
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Advent
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Pastoral Intern Dayna Weltzin
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Around the Chairs / Zion
Outreach / Capital Fund
Update / This and That
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Partnerships / Community
Health Nurse
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Blessings and Gra=tude for
Arnie Swenson
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Church Council Highlights
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January 3 - 9:15 a.m. Facebook Live
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January 10, at 10:30am
Join us on Zoom
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January 17, 2021 at 9:15am—Zoom

Capital Campaign Fund
Church Calendar
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Leadership & Prayer Corner
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January 24, 2021
9:15am worship
11:00am Annual
Mee=ng—Zoom
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PASTOR’S CORNER
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We celebrate Christmas December 27 and
January 3, 2021 this year. I want to thank:
• Rachel Circle for decora=ng
• Jim Willemsen for seCng up manger
• Jodi Beach for the Christmas Cantata
• Janice Forrest for the Ham Baskets
• Beert Trio for Christmas music
• Bob Leonhardt for special music
• “Follow the Star” many readers and
many musicians
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During the past few months, we have been
working to coordinate how the ﬁnances will be
managed with Wood CPA accoun=ng ﬁrm in
light of the re=rement of Arnold Swenson. I
have been richly blessed with working with
Arnie for the past 11 years. He has been a
faithful servant and transparent with his work
and ministry among us. He has worked here
since 1998 and brought na=onal creden=als in
the ﬁeld of accoun=ng. He helped set up
computerized accoun=ng systems for Zion and
our partners. In 2014, he received the “Patriot
of the Year” from Patriots. We will have some
type of re=rement party for him in February or
perhaps the spring when it is warmer. I
encourage you to send him a card or leGer to
express our apprecia=on.
Whenever I was uncertain about our Church
ﬁnances, Arnie would say one of his famous
lines, “If it was easy Pastor, anyone could do
it”. I am very thankful to Arnie and Sandy for
their faithfulness to one another and to the
years of service Arnie has shared at Zion. He
joined Zion when he and Sandy married. I
thank God for Arnie! You can “count” on him!
Peace, Pastor Mike
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“FOLLOW THE STAR” DEVOTIONAL
Advent & Christmas Video Devo&onals
Daily through January 6, 2021
We are grateful for the people who have recorded lessons or songs for
our daily devo=onal called, “Follow the Star” during the Advent and
Christmas Season. Please watch the Zion website and the Zion
Facebook page to view the daily devo=onal.
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PASTORAL INTERN
Dwelling in God’s presence during January 2021 – how will this look?
For some, it may be raw, strange and perhaps empty. Others may
have mixed emo=ons…somewhere on the scale between hopeful and
kind-of-hopeful. Wherever you ﬁnd yourself as the New Year dawns,
know that it is okay to feel the way you feel.
When the Magi, bearing giOs, follow the Star to visit Baby Jesus, we
celebrate Epiphany alongside them. This event in the church season
marks a special =me of wandering and wondering. We witness The
Light of the World shining in the darkness. We are not alone but among neighbors!
Take =me this month to explore your feelings. Pray. Journal. Take a walk. Sit on the couch. Do
what brings you joy; however this looks in your world. If you are in planning mode, make some
plans. If you are in cleaning mode, clear some cluGer. If you are in res=ng mode, ﬁnd a quiet
spot. There is no doubt, January looks diﬀerent this year. A pandemic has turned our lives
upside down. Talk about having to adjust on the ﬂy. Behold, Christ has come! You are holy,
Lord. Your goodness and glory endure throughout genera=ons.
“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this =me on and forevermore.”
-Psalm 121:8
Paz, Intern Dayna

MOBILE FOOD TRUCK
January 6, 2021 at 10:00am-11:30am
Mobile Food Truck at Zion
Serving 250 Households
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MULTI-CULTURAL - AROUND THE CHAIRS
AROUND THE CHAIRS
ZOOM ONLY
January 10th at 10:30am
We hope you will join us. Together we will learn and grow.
With a prayer for Ac=on, Ruth Larson, Jane Lightcap,
Charmaine Logwood, Ron Simmons.

ZION OUTREACH
The Zion Outreach Board has vinyl clings for sale for one of our fundraisers. They are
pictured here:

They come in 2 types. One is green with white prin=ng and the other is clear with white
prin=ng. They can be put on your car windows or doors and windows in your home. Becky
Lindstrom, Darrell and Judy's daughter graciously designed them and Jolyn's friend Bill
graciously printed them for us. We greatly appreciate their eﬀorts. They are $2.00 each or 3
for $5.00. They would make great stocking stuﬀer giOs or a nice giO in a card for Christmas or
birthday or just thinking of you. You can ﬁnd them in the church oﬃce or you can get them
from any ZOB member. We have plenty available so get your orders in. Everyone please stay
safe and healthy as we face these trying =mes.
Happy New Year— Bonnie Dahlberg ZOB

ZION—THIS AND THAT
Worship Space PoinseAas:
We have ordered 20 poinseCas for the worship space, if you would like to make a
contribu=on to oﬀset the cost and would like to take one home aOer Christmas please let the
oﬃce know, or you can make a dona=on directly to the church on-line, in the mail, or drop oﬀ
your dona=on. Thank you.
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FAITH COMMUNITY HEALTH NURSE
Nurse Mary’s Corner
Happy New Year!
The Covid vaccines are on the way. Ask your primary care provider about
yours. The vaccine is our best and only op&on in ﬁght this pandemic. If you do
not have a doctor stop in and chat, I will try to help you ﬁnd one. The CDC has
an informa&ve web site if you have ques&ons about the vaccine. They update
this regularly as we are s&ll ﬁnding new informa&on all the &me. hIps://
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/vaccine-beneﬁts/facts.html
Did you know that you are able to have a complete wellness exam annually for no cost to
you? Ask your primary care provider and make an appointment today. Many recommended screenings are also free according to your age. This is a great way to start the New Year
with a healthy perspec=ve.
If you would like a free blood pressure check stop in my oﬃce at the church any Monday
10-1 and I will be happy to check it for you. Mondays will be my “walk-in” hours. If you
have a clinical ques=on or would like support stop in. You will be asked to have your temperature taken and please wear your mask.
****************************************************************************
Did you miss the great smoke out in November? Fear not, New Year’s Resolu=ons are on the
way! If you are thinking about quiCng tobacco, I can help. Stop in any Monday 10-1 or give
me a call (815-291-8407) so we can set your goals and come up with a workable plan to quit.
Proven Ways to Kick the Habit
If you are a smoker, you likely know that now is the =me to quit. And although kicking the
habit can be challenging, it is very possible. The key is to have a plan.
Understand Your “Why”
Think about why you want to quit and write it down. The sooner you stop smoking, the
sooner your body can begin to heal. Over =me, quiCng lowers your risk for disease and
improves your ability to exercise. It also helps you save money.
Choose a Quit Date
Pick a speciﬁc date in the near future that you plan to quit and tell others about it. Use the
=me leading up to your date to prepare. Explore support services or medica=on that can
help and remove reminders of smoking, such as ashtrays and lighters.
An&cipate Triggers
Consider what events or situa=ons trigger you to smoke. Then, plan ways to manage them.
For example, if you usually smoke aOer ea=ng, take a walk instead. Or if you light up with
the same friends, plan social events at public places like the movies where smoking isn’t
allowed.
Don’t Trade One Habit for Another
It may be temp=ng to try e-cigareGes—also known as vaping—to help you quit smoking. But
studies show they are far from safe. E-cigareGes contain nico=ne and several toxic chemicals
that can lead to lung damage, cancer, and heart disease. In fact, the U.S. Food and Drug
Administra=on has not found any e-cigareGe that is safe and eﬀec=ve in helping smokers
quit. Opt for other support services instead.
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Blessings and Gratitude for Arnie Swenson
Happy Re&rement!
Zion Lutheran Church is very grateful for the years of
service of Arnold Swenson. Arnie informed the
Church Council in November that he would like to
re=re aOer the January Annual Mee=ng in 2021. The
Council made plans for Wood CPA Accoun=ng Firm to
begin managing the Church’s ﬁnance in partnership
with Jeﬀ Carlson, Jolyn Hess and the Council
Treasurer. The Church has worked with Arnie to
manage the transi=on with Jennifer Wood’s
accoun=ng ﬁrm. Wood CPA manages the Patriots
Gateway Finances with the board Treasurer, Richard.
Brynteson. Arnie has been the Financial Secretary at
Zion since 1998. He has also served our partners:
Zion Outreach Treasurer; Zion Development
Treasurer and Patriots Gateway Center Treasurer.

Church Council Highlight Zoom December 17, 2020
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Jane called the mee=ng to order at 7:11 pm via Zoom.
Devo=ons were shared by Ron Simmons.
Mo=on was made and seconded to approve the agenda. Mo=on carried.
The minutes of the November 19, 2020 Council mee=ng were approved.
Torg Hallin reported on the Reopening budget. So far we have spent $5,950.35 and have a balance of
$549.65. Mo=on was made and seconded to transfer another $2000.00 from the Stenberg fund to
the Reopening budget for an=cipated cleaning supplies and protec=ve equipment for indoor or
outdoor worship. Mo=on carried.
Reopening team worship plan. Mo=on was made and seconded to open Zion for indoor worship
when our government and the CDC says that it is safe and to con=nue with online worship services
(or outdoor services, weather permiCng) for now, at least through February 2021. Mo=on carried.
Annual Mee=ng - January 24, 2021. AOer some discussion, a mo=on was made and seconded that
the mee=ng will be held at 11:00 am on zoom with accommoda=ons in separate rooms at church for
those who are unable to u=lize zoom for groups of 10 people. Mo=on carried.
Nomina=ng CommiGee. The commiGee consists of outgoing council members - Jane Lightcap, Charlie
Dahlberg, Ruth Larson and Jim Rasch, plus Jane Burden, Judy Lindstrom and Pastor Thomas. They will
make arrangements to meet to select nomina=ons for next year. Update: Nomina=ng CommiGee will
meet on Tuesday, December 21 at 5:15 pm on Zoom.
Union Paciﬁc 20 year lease of property next to railroads tracks ends at the end of July 2021. Pastor
Thomas explained the lease status per his phone calls and emails with UP oﬃcials. It was decided that
more informa=on is needed before making a decision regarding this lease. Torg Hallin will contact
Dick Johnson to discuss the situa=on and explore possible op=ons.
Financial Reports - Jim Rasch reviewed the reports. Mo=on was made and seconded to accept the
ﬁnancial reports as submiGed. Mo=on carried.
The 2021 budget process was discussed. The 2021 budget as submiGed was reviewed.
Accoun=ng service discussion. Jennifer Wood (new accountant) and Jeﬀ Carlson (replacing Arnie as
Financial Secretary) have been added to ﬁnancial accounts.
Arnie Swenson will re=re at the end of January 2021. Mo=on was made and seconded to allow Arnie
to keep the laptop and printer and to present him with a re=rement giO of $1,000 from the 2020
budget. Mo=on carried. A re=rement celebra=on will be held in February.
Building and Grounds Report: Torg Hallin noted that repair work has progressed according to
schedule. The next vital repair is the work needed on many windows in the courtyard.
Mul=cultural CommiGee: Jane Lightcap reported plans made during recent mee=ng regarding Around
the Chairs. During January members will read a book from the suggested list, then report on that
book during the February 14, 2021 mee=ng.
Patriots’ Gateway Center: Wi-Fi has been upgraded and students are doing remote learning.
Midtown Lutheran Parish. Talks are con=nuing with Pastor Dave Daubert of Zion Lutheran in Elgin to
conduct a workshop via Zoom on becoming a hybrid church as our country and the world return
to the “new normal”. The workshop will be scheduled some=me in March or April with a leaders’
mee=ng to be held in January or February. Midtown church members are encouraged to par=cipate.
Pastor’s report. Pastor Thomas reminded all of coming events - we will con=nue the pop-up food
market every Thursday at Zion and the Mobile Food Truck once at month at Zion.
Pastoral Intern’s report. Intern Weltzin is grateful for the many opportuni=es she has experienced at
Zion, especially the worship, the pop-up food market and helping at Patriots’ Gateway Center.
Upcoming Council Budget mee=ng is Thursday, January 7, 2021 at 6 pm - Zoom
Upcoming Council mee=ng - Thursday, January 21, 2021 at 7 pm - Zoom
Council Reorganiza=onal mee=ng - Monday, January 25, 2021 at 6 pm - Zoom
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Capital Campaign Fund
Capital Fund Appeal Update!
The Capital Fund appeal had $37,329 in the fund
at the end of November 2020. The next project is
going to be restoring, renova=ng and repairing
courtyard windows. Our ﬁrst quote is $44,000 so
we need to raise more funds for this next project
by the spring, which is when the Buildings and
Grounds team would like to start this project.
Dona=ons to the Capital Fund Appeal may be
made through envelope giving, or on our church
website. Thank you to all who have made
contribu=ons to date for our various projects.

Projects Completed!


Steeple Louvers Repaired/Replaced



Ascension Window Restora=on



Security Cameras Updated



Courtyard Doors restored
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9:30 AM Book Study Zoom
3:00 PM Archives

31

9:15 AM Worship Service - Facebook Live

26
9:00 AM Grapevine Mailing

25

19
1:00 PM Building and
Grounds

9:30 AM Book Study 9:15 AM Worship Service - Facebook Live
11:00 AM Congregational Annual Meeting— Zoom
1:30 PM Bag Fluffing Zoom
Youth Center
6:00 PM Church Council
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9:15 AM Worship Service - Facebook Live
9:30 AM Book Study 1:00 PM Adult Forum Report Review—Zoom Zoom

9:30 AM Book Study Zoom

9:15 AM Worship Service - Facebook Live
10:30 AM Around the Chairs - Zoom

12

11

10

3

27

10:00 AM Mobile Food
Truck—1st Lutheran
1:15 PM Staff Meeting

20

9:00 AM Grapevine
Articles Due
1:15 PM Staff Meeting
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Office Closed

1

Friday

22

Office Closed

15

4

4:30 PM Patriots Board

28

Office Closed

5

Office Closed

29

11:30 AM Finance
Office Closed
Committee - Library
12:00 PM Synod Secretary Spiritual Recharge—
Zoom
6:00 PM Human Resource Committee
7:00 PM Church Council
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4:00 PM Katie's Cup
Board
5:30 PM Zion
Development Board

14

6:00 PM Church Council - Office Closed
Zoom

7

10:00 AM Mobile Food
Truck—Zion
6:00 PM Epiphany
Worship

6

9:30 AM Book Study Zoom

5

4

31

Thursday

9:15 AM 2nd Sunday of Christmas
Worship Service - Facebook Live

30

Wednesday

3

29

Tuesday
Office Closed
10:00 AM Pop-up Food
Truck

28

Monday

9:15 AM Worship Service 1st Sunday
after Christmas - Facebook Live

27

Sunday

JANUARY 2021 CALENDAR
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23

16
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Saturday
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Congrega=on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Our Ministers - All the People of Zion
Senior Pastor: Michael Thomas;
zionrockfordpastor@gmail.com
Pastoral Intern: Dayna Weltzin; interndayna@gmail.com
Financial Secretary: Arnie Swenson; swenas12@gmail.com
Assistant Financial Secretary: Jeﬀ Carlson:
jeﬀ.carlson@comcast.net
Oﬃce Manager: Jolyn Hess: zionrockford@gmail.com
Faith Community Nurse: Mary Wedel;
Mary.V.Wedel@osbealthcare.org
Custodian: YaGe Moore; zionrockford@gmail.com
Music Ministry Coordinator: Jodi Beach;
jodibeach3@gmail.com
Organist: Robert Leonhardt; hzbob@yahoo.com
Literacy Coordinator: Wayne Spitzer;
spitzer001@comcast.com
WOW Coordinator: Janice Forrest; juju1959@gmail.com
Worship Media: Kurt Brown; zionrockford@gmail.com

C U

M

V

Charles Dahlberg, Torgny Hallin, Kathy Hand, Ann Harkabus,
Ruth Larson, Jane Lightcap, Charmaine Logwood, James
Rasch, Linda Reinhardt, Ron Simmons, Steve Stark,
Pastor Michael Thomas and Nancy Warden
2020 Church Council Oﬃcers
President:
Jane Lightcap
Vice-President: Ron Simmons
Treasurer:
James Rasch
Secretary:
Ruth Larson
Pastor:
Michael E. Thomas









WE ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR:
The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton, Bishop Jeﬀrey Clements, Pastor
Thomas, Pastoral Intern Dayna Weltzin, the Zion Church
Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congrega=on;
the Zion Staﬀ, Zion Outreach Board, Staﬀ and Programs
of Patriots’ Gateway Center, Ka=e's Cup and Zion
Development Corpora=on.
Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India
and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference
churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and
students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area
Lutheran Ministries.
For those who have passed away.
For healing: Yolanda Churchill, Chrishunda HolmanDavis, Deanna Hartenberg, Carrie LeGault, Pastor Jane
McChesney, Vanda Nielsen, Pastor Amy Nyman, and
Marsha Wurtlin.
If you have a prayer request or a prayer of
thanksgiving to share,
please no=fy Pastor Mike or Judy Lindstrom.
The prayer room is upstairs to the leO of the sanctuary
and is available during oﬃce hours
and on Sunday before and aOer worship services.

GRAPEVINE DEADLINE
Fd[ i]X FXj[kY[g 2021 G[Y_Xl^hX,
X`Y^f jg JYhkY[g 13, 2021

Sde^Yf MXZ^Y
www.zionrockford.com
Like us on www.facebook.com
Follow us on www.youtube.com/zionrockford

To submit an ar=cle,
please send a hardcopy to the church oﬃce or
email to zionrockford@gmail.com.

GX P U
Zion is using an online giving program called “Give Plus” and it is
through the same company we use “Simply Giving”. The “Give Plus”
program allows you to donate from the mobile app (android and
apple) or online through our website. You can create your own
account by downloading the app to your phone. You can give from
your checking/savings account or from a credit card/debit card. Talk
with Jeﬀ Carlson for more details, or email the church oﬃce for
ques=ons or assistance. You can also go to Zion’s web page and under
“Support Zion” you can set up an account and give there.
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“A Mosaic Community Sharing
the Grace of Christ with All”

January 2021

Zion is a congrega!on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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PARTNERSHIPS
PARTNERSHIPS

SUNDAY FACEBOOK LIVE
WORSHIP SERVICES
SUNDAYS AT 9:15AM
(Also on YouTube)

