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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY ELCA
PRELUDE

The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Faithful
God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We
exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses
instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what
we have broken,

renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus
your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set
free.

Amen.


http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

GATHERING SONG “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Red Hymnal #858
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,
joining in glad adoration!

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning
and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining.
Have you not seen all that is needful has been
sent by his gracious ordaining?

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.
Gladly forever adore him!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE Refrain
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.

Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.

Verses
1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church,
for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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Refrain Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.

2 That we may live out your impassioned response
to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

3 For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

4 For your spirit to guide;
that you center our lives in the water and the word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

SONG OF PRAISE “Glorify Thy Name”
Father we love You, We worship and adore You.
(Chorus)

Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name Glorify Thy name in all the earth

Jesus, we love You, we worship and adore You. (Chorus)
Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You. (Chorus)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know
you is unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to
you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world
into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.



THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:1-6

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the LORD. * Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says the
LORD. ° Then | myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the
lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their fold,
and they shall be fruitful and multiply. “ I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. * The days are surely
coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. ° In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will
live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD
is our righteousness.”

Word of God. Word of Promise. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 (Congregation reads the bold)
" God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’ Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
’though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumuilt.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
> God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;



God shall help it at the break of day.
° The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
° Come now, regard the works of the LORD,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,

and burns the shields with fire.

9 «Be still, then, and know that | am God;

| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
" The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20

" May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his
glorious power, so that you may have all endurance and patience,
joyfully ™ giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in
the inheritance of the saints in the light. "’ He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved
Son, ““in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. ” He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, ®for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been
created through him and for him. '’ He himself is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. '® He is the head of the body, the church; he
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. " For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, °’ and through him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

Word of God. Word of Promise. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“Wind of the Spirit”

Wind of the Spirit, move fresh as we worship
and fill us with hope ev’ry day. Breath of creation, blow life in our being,
and gift us with purpose, we pray; so our life is filled with meaning,
and love is what we’re breathing in the wind of the Spirit,
wind of the Spirit.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43

**When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **
[[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. > And the people
stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one
*°The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine *’
and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” ** There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” °” One of the
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” ““ But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? ** And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we
are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” ** Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
in your kingdom.” “* He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with
me in paradise.”

n
!

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Student Deaconess Janice Forrest



SERMON SONG “Crown Him With Many Crowns” Red Hymnal #855
1 Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity.

2 Crown him the virgin's Son, the God incarnate born,
whose arm those crimson trophies won which now his brow adorn;
fruit of the mystic rose, yet of that rose the stem,
the root whence mercy ever flows, the babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown him the Lord of love-- behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

5 Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.

APOSTLES’” CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING “You Are My King (Amazing Love)” Jodi Beach

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts
toward the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table.
You can also go online at www.zionrockford.com
or you can click on the QR code.

O]

TABLE BLESSING  “We Eat the Bread of Teaching” Red Hymnal #518
Refrain
We eat the bread of teaching, drink wine of wisdom,
are given here a taste of the kingdom.
Together joined, the greatest and the least,
we all are one at Wisdom's holy feast.

1 Wisdom calls throughout the city, knows our hunger, and in pity
gives her loving invitation to the banquet of salvation. Refrain

2 Simple ones whose hearts are yearning,
come and gain from Wisdom's learning;
bread and wine she is preparing,

know her loving in the sharing. Refrain
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3 Enter with delight and singing, for her richness now is bringing
us this joyful celebration; eat and drink in jubilation. Refrain

THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Please come to the front for communion today. Receive the wafer with an open hand.
The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is clear.
There are individual communion cups at the prayer table. By the piano. Dispose of them in the lobby.



COMMUNION SONGS

“Beautiful Savior” = Red Hymnal #838
1. Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer, than all the angels in the sky.

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be thine!

“Jesus, Name Above All Names”
Jesus, name above all names,
Beautiful Savior, glorious Lord,

Emmanuel, God is with us,

Blessed Redeemer, living Word.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of life
to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through Christ,
our risen Lord.

Amen.
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BLESSING
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save
you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The

holy Trinity bless you & and grant you a faithful and courageous
heart now and forever.

Amen.

THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING SONG “Lift High the Cross” Red Hymnal #660
Refrain
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Lift High the Cross”



WOMEN OF ZION
During the month of November we are requesting donations of Canned soups—Highly
recommend chicken noodle and rice. Also cereal is always in demand) for distribution at the
Cornucopia Food Pantry. There is a great need for these items! A grocery cart is in the
Narthex for donations, or you can bring them to the church office. You can donate to
Cornucopia on our church website and we pass along the donation to the pantry organization.
Thanks so much!

December 9th Tuesday 12:30 “WOZ CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON” Stockholm Inn. Everyone buys
their own lunch. We will have an optional white elephant gift exchange. Mark your calendars
and watch the weekly bulletins and Grapevine for further details. If you have any questions,

please ask one of the WOZ board members. If you are able to join us, please let Karen
Kermgard know by December 7th so you have a seat!
Thank you, Sue Drilling, Margaret Hallin, Karen Kermgard, Kathy Rasch, Mary Franzen

New Ladie’s Circle!

December 8, 2025

Monday at 6:00pm
At Donna Leger’'s House

Join us to start a new small group for women!
Any woman interested can attend or
email us of your interest at zionrockford@gmail.com!
Call Zion at 815-964-4609 for the address!

Zion Lutheran Church - 925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

*  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

*  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93
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BAG FLUFFING cornufypaa

FOR CORNUCOPIA FOOD PANTRY

Fourth Monday at 1:00pm

Zion Lutheran Church - Youth Center!

CHRISTMAS BOXES

GOAL: 150 BOXES

$25.00 Each Box! 150 Boxes | $3,750.00

$3,750.00 Needed Raised So Far| $850.00

Checks made out to Needed $2,900.00
Zion Lutheran Church

Z10N FORUM
November 30, 2025

10:30am in Fellowship Hall

TopPIC: NATIVE AMERICANS et
iVING!
& THANKSGIVING! NO GIVING!

GIVE THANKS EVERYDAY.

RICHARD RUNDALL

Sponsored and Held at Zion Lutheran Church - 925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

“Christmas
Fika”

December 7, 2025
10:15am

Christmas
Cantata
Worship

9:15 am :
December 21, 2025

FREE TURKEY BASKET

Contact Zion Lutheran Church
815-964-4609
zionrockford@gmail.com
For A FREE Basket!

PICK-UP AT ZION
925 FIFTH AVENUE - ROCKFORD &

THANK YOU

We raised enough for 150
Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets.

45 given away at Zion
25 given away at Patriots
75 given away at Blackhawk
5 given away Fire Dept.

JeyFund 2025

DONATIONS FOR

Cornucopia
Food Pantry

Checks made out to Zion Lutheran Church

Zion Partners 2025
Christmas Party

WHEN: Tuesday, December 16, 2025
When: Noon - 1:30pm

WHERE: Zion Lutheran Church
WHO: Board & Staff Members of

KATIE’SCUP—PATRIOTS GATEWAY CENTER—ZION OUTREACH ~°7%'°"°
ZION DEVELOPMENT—ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH lgllelgS

RSVP to 815.964.4609 or zionrockford@gmail.com ZION
BRING A DISH TO PASS ¥
(White elephant gift exchange)

| Cli‘ristm‘ag Eve Worshlp

December 24th at 10 00 pm

9:30pm String Quartet Concert




PRAYER CORNER! WE AsK YOU TO PRAY FOR:

¢ The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver
Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion
Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, Katie's Cup and Zion Development
Corporation.

¢ Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assisting Pastor Evan Kiula, and Assisting Pastor Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka
Parish (Tanzania)

¢  Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.

¢ For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of
Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.

¢ For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Harriet Basel, Linda Reinhardt, Jerry Stalcup, and Scott Swan.

¢  For healing: Eloise Anderson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie Dahlberg, Norma
Daugherty, Karen Eiseman, John Hoyt, Gary Johnson, Leola LeGault, Jim McDowell, Terry Morgan, Mary Norman,
Betty Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Carl Stoutenberg, Brian Veitch, and Gary Wegner, Jr.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike. The prayer room is

upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and after worship

services.

WORSHIP LEADER’S TODAY HEADS UP, ANNUAL REPORTS - For those com-
Communion Asst. ~ Diane Wegner mittee chairs, partners and staff we ask you
Fellowship: Bonnie Dahlberg to submit your annual report in writing or
Music: Jodi Beach . . .

) email to Jolyn at zionrockford@gmail.com.
Reader: Jane Lightcap Pl dd h ¢ h
Usher: Charlie Dahlberg ease add any photos of events you have

WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE

https://www.facebook.com/

held throughout the year! We ask for these
facebook reports to be submitted as soon as possible.

zionlutheranrockford

If you have any questions please contact
Yo @D y ydq p

www.youtube.com/zionrockford Jolyn by email or phone the office.

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Saturday
Sunday

December 9

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK

9:15am Christ the King Worship in the Fellowship Hall

10:15am Fellowship

10:30am Advent and Christmas Decorating at Zion!

11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel

1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room

9:30am Book Study—Multipurpose Room

8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room

9:00am Staff Meeting

5:00pm Human Resources

6:00pm Church Council

8:00am Book Study—Stockholm Inn

8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room

3:-00pm Handel’s Messiah—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Michael Beert Director

9:15am Worship

10:15am Fellowship

10:30am Forum: Thanksgiving and the Indigenous People

11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel

1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room

3:00pm Handel’s Messiah—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Michael Beert Director
UPCOMING

12:30am WOZ Christmas Lunch/White Elephant Gift Exchange-Stockholm Inn
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