Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue - Rockford, Illinois
December 24, 2023 at g:15am

www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT December 24t Advent Worship - 9:15a

PRELUDE “O Little Town of Bethlehem” arr. By Mark Hayes

WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who opens the heavens and
draws near to us with salvation.

Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting
this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed,
and self-centeredness that make us reluctant to work against
oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose
comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look
upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to you. Make us glad to do
your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world.
Amen.

Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of
salvation and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender

compassion of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is
eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all.

Amen.
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“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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Red Hymnal #257
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy-ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing In ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - 1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - 1y to God . . .. m... the ... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!




CALL TO WORSHIP

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the communion of
the Holy Spirit is with you all.

And also with you.

Holy one, your light shines in the darkness calling out to us.

Have mercy upon us oh Lord.

Creator of the universe, you star leads us to see the prince of peace.
Lord, have mercy

Holy one, you have walked among us and we have seen a great light.
Christ, have mercy.

Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again!

Thanks be to God.

SONG OF PRAISE “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” Red Hymnal #254
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art,
Dear de-sire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king;
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your
abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your
mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.



THE WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
"Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given
him rest from all his enemies around him, “the king said to the proph-
et Nathan, “See now, | am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of
God stays in a tent.” “Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” “But that same night the word
of the LORD came to Nathan: “Go and tell my servant David: Thus says
the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? °I have not
lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but | have been moving about in a tent and a taber-
nacle. "Wherever | have moved about among all the people of Israel,
did | ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom |
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?” *Now therefore thus you shall say to my
servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the pas-
ture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;
“and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and | will make for you a great name,
like the name of the great ones of the earth. "’And | will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, "'from the time that | appointed judges
over my people Israel; and | will give you rest from all your enemies.
Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a
house. ‘°Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me; your throne shall be established forever.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Luke 1:46b-55 (Congregation reads the bold)
“**My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“’my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
“*for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
“vou, the Almighty, have done great things for me
and holy is your name.
“°You have mercy on those who fear you,
from generation to generation.
“'You have shown strength with your arm
and scattered the proud in their conceit,
>’casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
>*You have filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
*“You have come to the aid of your servant Israel,
to remember the promise of mercy,
*’the promise made to our forebears,
to Abraham and his children forever.

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27

“Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of
the mystery that was kept secret for long ages ““but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith—""to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



ADVENT WREATH LITURGY A

Surely God is our salvation;

We will trust and not be afraid,

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness shall not overcome the light of Christ.

We, like Mary, hear God’s call to be part of making God’s dream for our
salvation and flourishing a reality, and we question, “How can this be? |
am only...” Yet, like Mary, the “onlys” that make us hesitate are gifts God
can and will use as God’s love transforms us into bearers of good news.
We wait as people who have encountered divine Love that disrupts the
status quo and ushers us into abundant life marked by mutual love and
peace that flows from the flourishing of all people.

We light these candles as signs of our shocking hope, our just peace, our
fierce joy, and the love that transforms us. May Love grow within us,
transforming us into bold witnesses of God’s salvation with our voices
and our lives. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah: ~ let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flock like a shep-herd, gent-1ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!



The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38

“°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town
in Galilee called Nazareth, “’to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. “°And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you.” “’But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. *’The angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. *'And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus. ’He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him
the throne of his ancestor David. *’He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” *The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
*’For nothing will be impossible with God.” **Then Mary said,
“Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas



SERMON SONG “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” Red Hymnal #251
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1 My soul pro-claims your great-ness, Lord; | sing my Sav -1ior’s praise!
2 To all who ive in ho -1ly fear your mer-cy ev - er flows.
3 To Is -ra-el, your ser- vant blest, your help 18 ev - er sure;
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You lookedup - on my low -1li - ness, and I am full of grace.
With might-y arm you dash the proud, their schem-ing hearts ex - pose.
the  prom-ise to our par-ents made their chil - dren will se - cure.
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Now ev-’ry land and ev - ry age this bless-ing shall pro - claim—
The ruth-less you have «cast a-side, the low-ly throned in - stead;
Sing glo-ty to the Ho - ly One, give hon-or to the  Word,
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great won-ders you have done for me, and ho -ly 1s your name.
the hun-gry filled with all good things,the rich sent off un - fed.
and praise the Pow’r of the Most High, one God, by all a - dored.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING “Breath of Heaven” Jodi Beach

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the
ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go online at 0]
www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code.

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request and place on the cross on the
table. Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take a
prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like.

O]

TABLE BLESSING  “Now In This Banquet”
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Now 1in this ban - quet, Christ  is our bread;

Advent: God  of our jour - neys, day - break to night:
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here shall  all hun - gers be fed.
lead us to jus - tice and light.
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Bread that 1s bro - Kken, wine that is  poured:
Grant  us com - pas - sion, strength for the  day,
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love is the sign  of our Lord.

wis - dom to walk in your way.



THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast
on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the
cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the wafer into your hand and take a cup
from the communion assistant. The inner ring is grape juice and the outer rings are wine. Gluten-free
wafers are available upon request. If you would like the individual prepared disposable communion,
please come forward.
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COMMUNION SONG

“Love Has Come”

Red Hymnal #292
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 1is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love 18 God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love 1s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un- to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love i1s the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love 1is the
0 .
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and

keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection,
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the
bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world.

Through Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the

anointing of the Spirit *F* remain upon you
now and forever.

Amen.
THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING SONG  “Joy to the World” Red Hymnal #267
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
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ceive her Kking; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture  sing.
Joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Jjoy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
SENDING
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Ding Dong, Merrily on High” rr. By Lee Evans
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End of Year Giving - Any 2023 donations E] e, s

written out in check form needs to be
submitted to the Church office by Thursday

December 28th by noon to be allocated SiEe ":E:

toward 2023 tax records. You can also

donate online until December 31,2023 E]
through the Vanco Mobile app.

9:30pm String Concert
10:00pm Worship

Pecember 3

Twentieth Anniversary

Celebrating Dreams

January 14, 2024
Sunday at 11:00am

15t at 9:15am

“FOR EVERYONE BORN... A PLACE AT THE TABLE....” ’ s ATEW AY

Celebrating the Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. ' 'ﬂf ) E-

Sponsored and Held at Zion Lutheran Church
925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

Zion Legacy Award Recipient: Janice Forrest ."'\ \ (.
AR



- . Because God created everyone....
Ruthie's Kitchen NO HUMAN IS ILLEGAL
Open Saturdays BLACK LIVES MATTER

love is love

s
_RM+M|6 S 1 :00-3:00pm PEOPLE & PLANET OVER PROFITS
K|+0M en CELEBRATE DIVERSITY
+on Lutheran Church Women's Rights are Human Rights
964 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - ROCKFORD, IL

WELCA & Food Pantry!
Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL and it can’t be obtained from the
Food Bank. Peggy King, Cornucopia Director informs us there is a great need for
CEREAL! A grocery cart will be in the back of the worship space for donations or
you can leave them in the church office. December items: Soup and crackers.

CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS

TO EVERYONE AT ZION
We contribute to the Christmas Joy JKDY Fl I I ld 2023

Fund in lieu of sending Christmas cards

to our friends of Zion. This money will DONATIONS FOR

be given to needy children, families,

and forgotten senior citizens. This year RUTHIE’S CLOSET

we will donate the monies to Ruthie’s  (Winter Items for those in need)
Closet to be used toward needed Checks made out to
winter apparel. May you all have Zion Lutheran Church

a Joyous New Year.

HoOLIDAY FESTIVAL
AND MARKET

Saturday, 9am-1pm
December 2, 2023

Music: Trinadora Kaiiev S

VENDORS WELCOMED CuUP
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PRAYER CORNER! WE Ask YOU To PRAY FOR:

o The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor
Thomas, Pastoral Intern Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner,
the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation;
the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center,
Katie's Cup and Zion Development Corporation.

o Pastor Elihuruma Reuben Ndoghwe of Sepuka Parish

o Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in
Tanzania.

o For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran
Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran
Ministries.

o For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: John Malhberg.

o For healing: Eloise Anderson, Colette Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Norma Daugherty,
Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt,
Wayne Spitzer, Neal Tolodxi, and Gene Wessman.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor

Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel. The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary

and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and after worship services.

THE MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM TEAM would like you to
donate scarfs, gently used, knit, or crocheted. We will
hang them on fences or railings around the church. We
will have a little note on them saying "I'm not lost! If
you are cold please take me to keep you warm." The
back side says "From your friends at Zion Lutheran
Church" If you have scarves to donate please drop them
off in the office. Thank you

SUNDAY WORSHIP LEADERS
Reader Mary Shore
Musician Jodi Beach

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

www.youtube.com/zionrockford You@UI'l:J:

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel

follow us on

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford 2 cwitter




PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK
Sunday 9:15am  Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship
10:30am Fellowship Hour—Fellowship Hall
9:30pm  Christmas Eve String Quartet Concert
10:00pm Christmas Eve Worship (Sunday)

Monday OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday OFFICE CLOSED

Wednesday 8:00am  Bible Study—Stockholm Inn

Thursday 9:00am  Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen

1:00pm  Bag Fluffing, Youth Center

Saturday 1:00pm  Ruthie’s Kitchen

Sunday 9:15am  First Sunday of Christmas Worship
UPCOMING SCHEDULE

January 1 OFFICE CLOSED

January 3 WOW Leaders—Fellowship Hall

January 4 Sustainability Movement Meeting—Fellowship Hall

January 6 9am-1pm Winter Festival and Indoor Market—Katie’s Cup

January 14 11:00am Celebrating Dreams “Gospel Jamboree”

January 21 10:30am Annual Report Review

January 28 10:30am Congregational Annual Meeting.

ANNUAL REPORTS - For those committee chairs, partners and staff we ask you to sub-
mit your annual report in writing or email to Jolyn at zionrockford@gmail.com.
Please add any photos of events you have held throughout the year! We ask for
these reports to be submitted by Thursday, December 14, 2023. If you have any
guestions please contact Jolyn by email or phone the office.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS004285. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

«  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

+  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93
© Edition current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

AAdapted from Dr. Lisa Hancock, Director of Worship Arts Ministries
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