Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue - Rockford, lllinois

June 14, 2026 at 9:15am
www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

JUNETEENTH WORSHIP

PRELUDE Rockford Music Academy
The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God

GATHERING

“We Have Come Into His House” - Dorothy Paige-Turner
CONFESSION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Merciful God,

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. You sur-
round us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not
give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path
of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through
faith. In the cross of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG “Lift Every Voice and Sing” Red Hymnal #841
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1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning  rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo -  nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - ing rise  high as the lis - tning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - er in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march  on till  vic - to - ry is won.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.

true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.



CALL TO WORSHIP

The Lord our God is great.

The Lord is worthy of our praise.

Come; let us remember the great things God has done.

Let us not neglect to teach our children the greatness of God.

Celebration rises, up from the deep places,

finding voice in the light and air no longer denied.

Celebration rises, not blind to the suffering, not blind to the sorrow.
Celebration comes at a cost.
We remember our ancestors,
the great cloud of witnesses now one with God.
Remembering the ones led to freedom by Harriet;
Remembering lives and freedom stolen.

We acknowledge the generations that fought, died,

and led us to freedom from slavery persecution,

Jim Crow laws, inequitable access to rights and resources in this society .
Celebration rises, recognizing the challenges yet ahead.
Celebration rises from the voices of 1865 in Texas!

Celebration rises, resisting illusions,

to be embraced by the real and abiding presence of God who breaks our

chains, and sets us free for freedom, in power and love and joy.
Celebration rises, with the power of healing wings and promise to
endure. Celebration rises, celebrating that by God’s grace,

Celebrating that the fullness of my humanity does not diminish yours

and the fullness of your humanity does not diminish mine.
| am because You are, You are because | am.

Let us not forget our past and those who have gone before us.

We remember our ancestors, our history, and we name our future.

Let us lift up our voices and sing.

Through the weary years and silent tears, we praise God today!

We praise God as our Source, Our Savior Jesus the Christ,

Our Sustainer and Counsel and Comforter the Holy Spirit.

Thanks Be to God.



SONG OF PRAISE “I Just Came To Praise The Lord” TFF#287
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I just came to praise the Lord, I just came to praise the Lord,
I just came to thank the Lord, I just came to thank the Lord,
I just came to love the Lord, I just came to love the Lord,
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[ just came to praise His ho - ly___ name. [ just came to praisethe Lord.__
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[ just came to love His ho - ly___ name. I just came to love the Lord._

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray, God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us
to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may
freely share the blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
POEM “My People” - Trinity Rucker
SONG “A Change Is Gonne Come” by Sam Cooke, Sung by Trinity Rucker

FIRST READING Exodus 19:2-8a

2 [The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.? Then
Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus you
shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: * ‘You have seen what | did
to the Egyptians and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to



myself. > Now, therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the
whole earth is mine, ® but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a
holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”
So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set before
them all these words that the Lord had commanded him. ®* The people
all answered as one, “Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”
Spirit of Life. Spirit of Hope. Thanks be to God.

7

PSALM 100 (Congregation reads the bold)
! Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands!
> Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
? Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
* Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving
and the courts with praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
> Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-8

! Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, > through whom we have obtained access to this grace
in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of
God. * And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, knowing
that affliction produces endurance, * and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, > and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us. ° For while we were still weak, at the
right time Christ died for the ungodly. ’ Indeed, rarely will anyone die for
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might



actually dare to die. ® But God proves his love for us in that while we still were
sinners Christ died for us.

Spirit of Life. Spirit of Hope. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Wind of the Spirit” W&P#157
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 9th Chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Matthew 9:35—10:8
> Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and
every sickness. 3% When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. *’



Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few: *® therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.” %! Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and
every sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also
known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee and his
brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; % Simon the Cananaean and
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. ° These twelve Jesus sent out with
the following instructions: “Do not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not
enter a Samaritan town, ®but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come
near.’  Cure the sick; raise the dead:; cleanse those with a skin disease; cast
out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Student Deaconess, Janice Forrest

SERMON SONG  “I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” Red Hymnal #860
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When [ was in trou - ble,
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I'm S0 glad
Je -sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING
Juneteenth Spoken Word Tribute: Dorothy Paige-Turner

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts
toward the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table.
You can also go online at www.zionrockford.com
or you can click on the QR code.




TABLE BLESSING “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW#471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let us  break bread to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let wus praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.
THE MEAL - God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The Lord be with you.
Lift up your hearts.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

And also with you.
We lift them to the Lord.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this
is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Please come forward for communion today up front.
Receive the wafer with an open hand.
The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is clear.
There are individual communion cups at the prayer table. Dispose of them in the lobby.

COMMUNION SONGS
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Red Hymnal #773

1 Pre-cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 When my way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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I am tired, I am  weak, I am worn.
when my life i al - most .. gone,
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and the day past and . . . gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er [ stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

Special Music
Rockford Music Academy

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray: Holy One, through this meal you have made your
home among us and are making all things new. Send us now
to speak peace to anxious hearts, to build a table of belonging
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,
Amen.

BLESSING

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, light your way with
resurrection dawn, now and always.

Amen.

THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



SENDING SONG

“We Shall Overcome”
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1 We shall o - ver - come, we shall o - ver come,

2 We’ll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk hand in hand,

3 We shall all have  peace, we shall all have peace,

4 We shall see the Lord, we shall see the Lord,

5 We are not a - fraid, we are not a fraid,

6 God is on our side, God is on our side,
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we shall o - ver - come some - day. Oh, deep in our
we’ll walk hand in  hand some - day. Oh, deep in our
we shall all have peace some - day. Oh, deep in our
we shall see the Lord some - day. Oh, deep in our
we are not a - fraid to - day. Oh, deep in our
God is on our side to - day. Oh, deep in our
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hearts we do be - lieve  we shall o - ver-come some - day.
hearts we do be - lieve we’ll walk hand in hand some - day.
hearts we do be - lieve  we shall all have peace some - day.
hearts we do be - lieve  we shall see the Lord some - day.
hearts we do be - lieve we are not a - fraid to day.
hearts we do be - lieve God is on our side to day.
SENDING
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE “Soon and Very Soon” -Rockford Music Academy



PRAYER CORNER! WE ASK YOU TO PRAY FOR:

0 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor
Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council,
Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion
Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center,
Katie's Cup and Zion Development Corporation.

0 Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assisting Pastor Evan Kiula, and
Assisting Pastor Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka Parish (Tanzania)

0 Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar of Arcot Lutheran
Church in India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.

0 For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches;
Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran
Schools.

0 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Pat Ree.

0 For healing: Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill,
Charlie Dahlberg, Jeff Dahlberg, Norma Daugherty, Karen Eiseman,
Gary Fulkerson, John Hoyt, Gary Johnson, Greg Johnson, Leola
LeGault, Jim McDowell, Les Morgan, Betty Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer,
Carrie Steder, Kamara Thomas, Neal Tolodxi, Brian Veitch, Nancy
Warden, Danielle Wegner, Gary Wegner, Jr., and Gary Zeien.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please
notify Pastor Mike. The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the
sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and
after worship services. If you would like a ribbon to show support for
Pride or the African American communities, they are located in a basket
in the lobby/narthex. If you would like a Zion yard sign to display they
are in the lobby/narthex.



WORSHIP LEADER’S TODAY
Presiding Minister ~ Pastor Michael Thomas
Altar Guild Kris Sommer
Assisting Minister Student Deaconess Janice Forrest
Communion Assts:  Laurie Pellant

Fellowship: Multicultural Team

Musician: Jodi Beach, piano; Jim McDowell, bass

Reader: Kim Haley

Usher:

Altar Flowers: Sponsored by Multicultural In Honor of Juneteenth

Women of Zion—Don'’t forget we are collecting the
following Items: condiments—ketchup,

mustard, relish, mayo, etc. for the pantry during June.
Thanks-the WOZ Board.

Pew Envelopes - Feel free to use the new pew
envelopes or scan the QR code to donate.

Financial Secretary - Please welcome to the Zion
staff our new Financial Secretary, Hanna Wearsch.
Hannah started this past week and works 5-8 hours a
week. She can be reached at
zionrockfordfinances@gmail.com.

BAG FLUFFING  comuconia
FOR CORNUCOPIA FOOD PANTRY C ‘g@
Fourth Monday at 1:00pm iy

Held at Zion Lutheran Church!

Duck Pin Bowling & Lunch

Join Pastor Mike at Cahoots!
CAHOOTS is at 314 Prairie Street
Rockford, IL

Tuesday, July 7,2026  SEASONED
11:00am-1:00pm
(RSVP to Pastor by July 3rd) SAI NTS

www.cahootsrockford.com G ROUP

Food Pantry




Thank You Musicians
Dorothy Paige-Turner
Trinity Rucker

Rockford Music Academy
Kamyra Brunson
Malayja Brunson
Xeonnia Brunson

Zamarianna Brunson
Juna Klonicki
Lucia Klonicki

Rishi Saligrama
Royce Smith
Winnie Roccaforte
Ryleigh Dixon
Michael Beert
Rachel Handlin

WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE
https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford
You[TH)

www.youtube.com/zionrockford
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used
by permission.

* Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

* Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93



PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK

Sunday 9:15am Juneteenth Worship at Zion
10:30am Fellowship Sponsored by Multicultural Committee
11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel
1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room
Monday Office Closed
Tuesday 11:00am Zion Outreach Board—Youth Center
Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn
Thursday 11:00am Finance Committee
Sunday 9:15am Worship
10:30am Retirement Celebration for Jolyn Hess
11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel
1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room
UPCOMING
June 29 5-9pm Women'’s Interfaith Potluck-Fellowship Hall
June 30 Noon -2 Last Day Party at Zion for Jolyn Hess
July 4 9:00am Cars & Coffee Rockford: Parking Lot at Katie’s Cup
July 7 11:00am Seasoned Saints: Duck Pin Bowling at Cahoots
Sept. 30 8:00am Katie’s Cup Golf Outing—Timber Point
October 2 Katie’s Cup Trivia Night (at Trinity Lutheran Church)
JUNETEENTH AT ZION Juneteenth
Today is Zion’s Seventh Worship & Brunch
Annual Juneteenth Worship service at 9:15am. Zion Lutheran Church
There will be special music by Dorthy Paige- il Iy RetirementJune B
Turner, Trinity Rucker and the Music Academy  tsiians -~ + Pride Sunday is June 28
of Rockford, along with the Zion Director of ’ xhtj;hlch'bt * Unity Fest is Aug.8
Music, Jodi Beach. Student Deaconess Janice s i i 925 Fifth Avenue
Forrest is our preacher. There will be a meal e oerima™  Eponsured iy hen bntiaraniiimrd

talk about?

Multicultural Committee

afterwards in the fellowship hall at 10:15am.
There will be a meal afterwards serving chicken, collard greens, fruit salad, corn bread
and peach cobbler. Zion has received a Rockford 250" Anniversary grant which will
also help us commission two artists (N’Diya Hopkins and Denstinie Bronaug), who
have been asked to paint something related to Juneteenth. Zion has also purchased
new banners for the church for Juneteenth through the grant.



