Zion Lutheran Church
925 5th Avenue - Rockford, lllinois

April 7, 2024 at 9:15am

www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

PRELUDE
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter
and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has
done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and
Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through
the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed
through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened
the floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the
risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now
and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!


http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

GATHERING SONG “All Creatures, Worship God Most High” Red Hymnal #835
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1 All crea-tures, wor-ship God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and
2 Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain you grow the gifts of fruit and
3 Sing, broth -er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
4 All  who for love of God for-give, all who In pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - 1a! Sing, broth-er sun, in splen-dor
grain:  Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear moth - er carth, so rich in
grieve: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of night:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Aldde - Tu - o al-le -
care, praises God in col - ors bright and rare: ’
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a!

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:
Alleluma! Alleluia!

Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,

fair 1s the night that leads us home.
Alleluia.

EASTER GATHERING

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Allelua! Alleluia!

All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

We gather today and remember that Jesus comes to us.

Even when we are afraid and hiding.

This new life comes to us even when we don’t open the door.
Jesus knocks but also just shows up and surprises us.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed.



SONG OF PRAISE “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!” Red Hymnal #377
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is 1is - en!
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, Dbe s1 - lent:
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - nn - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to o - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter 1s bright.
gold - en Je - mm - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor, the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break -ing our bread, giv - ing us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O grave, be o - pen!
nv - er of life, saints and arch - an - gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
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Je - sus is ris - en and we  shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - 1y! Al-le - Iu - ia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the
power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything
they owned was held in common. **With great power the apostles gave
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. *“There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. “"They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 133 (Congregation reads the bold)
"How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
‘It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
“It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for evermore.

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2

"We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—"this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. “This is the
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light
and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship
with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is
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true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from
all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. "If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. “If we say that we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. Zley little children,
| am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; ‘and he
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “You Are Holy” Red Hymnal #525

You are holy, you are whole.
You are always ever more
than we ever understand.

You are always at hand.

Blessed are you coming near.

Blessed are you coming here
to your church in wine and bread,
raised from soil, raised from dead.

You are holy,
you are wholeness,
you are present.

Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!
Sing hosanna in the highest!
Sing hosanna!

Sing hosanna to our God!



The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
“When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. ”’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” “‘But Thomas (who
was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.”
“°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” “Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.” “’Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. *'But these are written so
that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,
and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas



SERMON SONG “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”  Red Hymnal #619
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives! What  com - fort

2 He lives tri-um - phant from the  grave; he lives e -

3 He lives to grant me rich  sup - ply; he lives to

4 He lives to si - lence all my  fears; he lives to
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, he lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; he lives ex - alt - ed,
guide me with his eye; he lives to com - fort
wipe a - way my tears; he lives to calm my
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once  was dead; he lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head!
throned a - bove; he lives to rule his church in love.
me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
trou - bled heart; he lives all bless - ings to im - part.

5 He lives to bless me with his love; 7 He lives and grants me daily breath;
he lives to plead for me above; he lives, and I shall conquer death;
he lives my hungry soul to feed; he lives my mansion to prepare;
he lives to help in time of need. he lives to bring me safely there.

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’'nly friend; 8 He lives, all glory to his name!

he lives and loves me to the end; He lives, my Savior, still the same;
he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; what joy this blest assurance gives:
he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! I know that my Redeemer lives!

APOSTLES’” CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING Timm Adams

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the
ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go online at
www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code.

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request and place on the cross on the
table. Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take a
prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like.

TABLE BLESSING “Bread of Life from Heaven” Red Hymnal #474
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Bread of life from heav-en, your blood and bod - y giv - en, we
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eat this bread and drink this cup wun - til youcome a - gain.



THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the wafer into your hand
and take a cup from the communion assistant.
The inner ring is grape juice and the outer rings are wine.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
If you would like the individual prepared disposable communion,
they are in a basket in the center of the worship space.



COMMUNION SONGS “In Christ There Is No East or West”
Red Hymnal #650
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In Christ there 1s no east or west, in him no south or north,
In Christ shall true hearts ev- ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice 1s the gold-en cord close bind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through
Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope I bless you now and always.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

“We Know That Christ Is Raised” Red Hymnal #449
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1 We know that Christ 1is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his sav - ing death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with  life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and grows
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Em-braced by death, he  broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an FEas - ter life,
The Spir - it’s fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - ¥y takes on flesh and blood.
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and our de - spar he turned to  blaz - ing joy.
as liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One.
The uw - m - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
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Hal - le - lu - jah!
SENDING

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




RETIREMENT PARTY

Mary Wedel
Faith Community Nurse

April 14th at 10:30am
Fellowship Hall

Retirement Celebration

The Women of Zion will be doing the retirement fellowship on April 14th. We will
need volunteers to bring treats and help serve. Please let one of the WOZ board
know if you can help.

WOZ SAVE THE DATES:

April 20th BUNCO at Zion
May 16th Thursday Our annual salad luncheon
July 18th Thursday 1:00 BUNCO

We have many fun Spring/Summer activities planned for the ladies of our church.
Continue to look for more information in The Grapevine and weekly bulletins. WOZ
Board: Karen Kermgard, Maggi Hallin, Kathy Rasch, Linda Reinhardt and Sue Drilling

WOZ & Food Pantry!

Cornucopia Food is in need of Bars of Soap, Tooth Paste, and Tooth Brushes for the month of April to give out
at the Food Bank. A grocery cart will be in the back of the worship space for donations or you can leave them
in the church office.

pOf' td(o!s’ CHURCH :u:inﬁlii?
for GOOD 6090REock:)rd, ILs
APRIL 9, 2024
FROM 5:00-8:00PM

VALID FOR DRIVE THRU; PICKUP; CURBSIDE & IN RESTAURANT ORDERS.
BRING THIS FLYER OR SHOW IT ON YOUR PHONE AND 20% OF THE PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT:
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS
ONLINE/APP ORDER: USE CODE PORTILLOS36 BEFORE CHECKOUT IN THE APPLY OFFER SECTION.
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WORSHIP LEADER’S
Communion Assistant:

Sound: Deangelo Brunson

Media: Cameron Kellermann

Music: Timm Adams

Usher: Charles Dahlberg & Kamyra Brunson

Reader: Michael Beert

Fellowship: The Dahlberg’s sponsoring In Honor of April Birthdays

BAGGING FOR CORNUCOPIA

We are in need of plastic shopping bags for the Pantry. Please drop off at the office and join us
on the fourth Monday, at 1:00 PM, in the Youth Center for lots of fun while we fluff, & bag
(Coffee & treats too) for Cornucopia Pantry! Thanks, Karen Kermgard.

WORSHIP LEADERS

Would you like to be a Communion Assistant, Reader, Sound, Usher, Greeter or Worship Host?
You could have the assignment on the first, second, third or fourth Sunday of each month at
the 9:15am worship service. Please let the church office know if you are available, interested
or have a question.

THE MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM TEAM would like you to donate scarfs, gently used, knit, or
crocheted. We will hang them on fences or railings around the church. We will have a little
note on them saying "I'm not lost! If you are cold please take me to keep you warm." The
back side says "From your friends at Zion Lutheran Church" If you have scarves to donate
please drop them off in the office. Thank you.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford facebook.

www.youtube.com/zionrockford

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel
. . V(1]l] Tube
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford



https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford

PRAYER CORNER! WE AsK YOU To PRAY FOR:
¢ The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral Intern
Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the
Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway
Center, Katie's Cup and Zion Development Corporation.
¢ Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish
0 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.
¢ For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of
Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.
¢ For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Shirley Simmons, Kevin, Sonja Brace, Joyce Shook, and Amy Cashmore.
¢ For healing: Eloise Anderson, Chiquita Bills, Phyllis Brynteson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill,
Norma Daugherty, Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Linda Reinhardt, Wayne Spitzer, and Megan
Zaphel.
If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel.
The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and
after worship services.

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK

Sunday 9:15am Worship
Monday 8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen
9:30am Book Study—Library
Tuesday 8:30am Staff Meeting
Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn
8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen
11:00am Mission Team
12:00pm Staff lunch with Mary Wedel
5:00pm WOW —Fellowship Hall
Thursday 12:00PM Rachel's Circle-Fellowship Hall
4:00pm Katie’s Cup Board
5:30pm Zion Development Board Meeting
Friday 9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center
Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen & Closet
Sunday 9:15am Worship
10:30am Mary Wedel Retirement Party—Fellowship Hall

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #5AS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright ©
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

*  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

*  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93

© Edition current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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