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PRELUDE     “Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 

       By William Bradbury arranged by Lari Goss 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Salva0on belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gi3s of bap0sm. Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 

lead us beside s0ll waters. We thank you for the waters of 

crea0on: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters of the Rock River and Keith 



 

Creek that nourished genera0ons .  Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who 

accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks 

for your life-giving death and resurrec0on. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 

are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup 

overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us 

with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gi3s and grace of 

bap0sm, and for making us a new crea0on. We join 

with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

GATHERING SONG “You Servants of God” Red Hymnal #825  

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                   Red Hymnal #154 



 SONG OF PRAISE “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” 

        Red Hymnal #823 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

 



 

 

Let us pray. O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by 

name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death. 

Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and 

security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47 
42

 [The bap0zed] devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers. 
43

 Awe came upon everyone because many 

wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 
44

 All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 
45

 they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46

 Day by 

day, as they spent much 0me together in the temple, they 

broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 
47

 praising God and having the goodwill of 

all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved. 



 
Word of life.   Word of love. Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

 

PSALM 23  

 
1
 The LJKL is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 
2
 The L!"# makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside s&ll waters. 

 
3
 You restore my soul, O LJKL, 

  and guide me along right pathways  

       for your name’s sake. 

 
4
 Though I walk through the valley  

       of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff,  

       they comfort me.  

 
5
 You prepare a table before me  

        in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil,  

       and my cup is running over. 

 
6
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  

       all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the L!"# forever.  

 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:19-25 



 

 

19
 It is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, 

a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 
20

 If 

you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, 

what credit is that? But if you endure when you do 

good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing 

before God. 
21

 For to this you have been called, 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you should follow in his steps. 
22

 “He commiRed no sin, and no deceit was found in 

his mouth.” 
23

 When he was abused, he did not 

return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who 

judges justly. 
24

 He himself bore our sins in his body 

on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might 

live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been 

healed. 
25

 For you were going astray like sheep, but 

now you have returned to the shepherd and 

guardian of your souls. 

 

Word of life.   Word of love.  

 

Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

“Alleluia, Lord, to Whom Shall We Go”       

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.  

    

GOSPEL John 10:1-10 

[Jesus said:] 
1
 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 

enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way 

is a thief and a bandit. 
2
 The one who enters by the gate is 

the shepherd of the sheep. 
3
 The gatekeeper opens the gate 



 

 

for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 
4
 When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 
5
 They will not follow a stranger, 

but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 
6
 Jesus used this figure of speech with 

them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 

them. 
7
 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I 

am the gate for the sheep. 
8
 All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 
9
 I 

am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will 

come in and go out and find pasture. 
10

 The thief comes only 

to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly.” 

 

The gospel of our Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON   Pastor Michael Thomas 
 

SERMON SONG  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  

               Red Hymnal #789 

(song on next page) 

 



 

  
 

APOSTLES’  CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pon&us Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he 



 

 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand  of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrec&on  of the body, and the life 

everlas&ng.  Amen.    

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, 

let us pray for the world and its needs. 

  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 

strength and salva0on.  

Amen.  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.      

And also with you. 

 

MUSIC OFFERING & OFFERING “Sufficient for Today” 
Words and music by Dante Bowe, Jow L. Barnes, Maryanne J. George,  

Pat BarreR and Tiffany Hudson 

 
Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gi3s toward 

the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table. You can also go 

online at www.zionrockford.com or you can click on the QR code. 



 

TABLE BLESSING  “You Are Holy”   Red Hymnal #525 



 

 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to 

give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of 

that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 

goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 

you love. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.             And also with you.  

Li3 up your hearts.                      We li6 them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks;  broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  Again, a3er supper, he 

took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  

 



 LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today 

our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the &me of trial and deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please come to the front for communion today.  

Receive the wafer with an open hand. 

The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is 

clear. 

There are individual communion cups at the prayer table by the 

piano.  

Dispose of them in the lobby. 
 

COMMUNION   

(Songs on next pages) 

 

“You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd” 

 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.    

Amen. 

Let us pray:  Holy One, through this meal you have made 

your home among us and are making all things new. Send 

us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to build a table 

of belonging and to bring your healing to the na0ons. In 

the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 



 

 

Almighty Creator, who is the creator of all tribes and 

na0ons, + bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING SONG  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”    

   Red Hymnal #502   

SENDING Go in peace. Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE     “You Are Crowned With Many Crowns” 

                       By John Sellars, arr. By Mark Hayes 



 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1989, Division of Chris0an Educa0on of the Na0onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lec0onary, Copyright © 1992 

Consulta0on on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

∗ Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

∗ PaRern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 

∗ Opening Liturgy and Prayers were wriRen by Ron Flaming, Waterloo North Mennonite Church Truth and 

Reconcilia0on Ac0on Group. Used by permission. 



 

 

W!"89:; L<=#<"’8 T!#=> 
Minister  Pastor Michael Thomas 

Altar Guild  Kris Sommer 

Assis0ng Minister Student Deaconess Janice Forrest 

Communion Assts:  

Fellowship:  Bonnie Dahlberg 

Musician:  Jodi Beach-Piano, Jim McDowell-Bass 

Reader:    

Usher:    

P"=><" C!"?<"! W< A8@ Y!A T! P"=> F!": 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor 

Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, 

Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congrega0on; the Zion Staff, Zion 

Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, Ka0e's 

Cup and  Zion Development Corpora0on. 

 Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assis0ng Pastor Evan Kiula, and Assis0ng Pastor 

Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka Parish (Tanzania) 

 Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar of Arcot Lutheran Church in India and 

Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.    

 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, 

faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools. 

 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 

 For healing: Jessica Brown, ColeRe Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie 

Dahlberg, Jeff Dahlberg, Norma Daugherty, Karen Eiseman, Gary Fulkerson, John Hoyt, 

Gary Johnson, Greg Johnson, Leola LeGault, Jim McDowell, Les Morgan, BeRy Jo Rodey, 

Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Kamara Thomas, Deb Tolodxi,  Neal Tolodxi, Brian Veitch, 

Nancy Warden, Danielle Wegner, Gary Wegner, Jr., and Gary Zeien. 
 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please no0fy Pastor Mike.  

The prayer room is upstairs to the le3 of the sanctuary and is available during office hours 

and on Sunday before and a3er worship services. If you would like a ribbon to show support 

for pride or the African American communi0es, they are located in a basket in the lobby/

narthex. If you would like a Zion yard sign to display they are in the lobby/narthex.  

WOZ NEWS—We’ve been busy planning our Spring programs. Add April 21st at 

1:00pm to your calendar. This will be an interes0ng program by Jeff Dahlberg.  

May 19th  is our annual salad luncheon at Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Our June 

date is the 16th with the program TBD. And don’t forget we are collec0ng canned 

fruit for Cornucopia Food Pantry during March.  Thanks—the WOZ Board. 



 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 

Sunday  9:15am Worship 

  10:30am Fellowship 

  11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel 

  1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room 

Monday 9:30am Book Study—Mul0purpose Room 

  1:00pm Bag Fluffing  

Tuesday 8am-Noon RVC ESL Class—Marander Room  

  10:30am Memorial CommiRee 

  5:00pm HR CommiRee 

  6:00pm Church Council Mee0ng 

Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn  

Saturday 9:00am Cars & Coffee Rockford (Zion’s Grilling Fundraiser) 

  1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen: Helping Hands 

Sunday  9:15am Worship 

  10:30am Forum: Funeral Prepara0on with Olson Funeral Home 

  11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel 

  1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room 

  4:00pm Zion’s Mosaic Youth Group—Youth Center 

UPCOMING 

May 5      5-7:00pm    Patriots Summer Camp Open House & Registra0on (free tacos) 

May 7  10:00am Ka0e’s Cup RVC Class—Whie Supremacy, Pastor Thomas 

  6:00pm Reg. 1 “Livable Community” Public Mee0ng—Patriots Gateway 

May 9  1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen by St. BernadeRe serving 

May 11 3:00pm Women’s Group/Esther Circle at Stockholm Inn 

May 12 1:30pm Mul0cultural Team—Library 

May 13 11:00am Mission Team—Mul0purpose Room 

May 17 9:15am Worship—Patriots Gateway Center 

  10:30am Simmon’s Scholarship Award Program—Patriots 

  4:00pm Zion’s Mosaic Youth Group—Youth Center 

May 21 11:30am WOZ Salad Luncheon—Fellowship Hall 

May 23 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen by Zion serving 

May 27 8:00am Ka0e’s Cup Golf Ou0ng—Timber Wolf 

May 31 9:15am Guest Pastor Mack Patrick from Northern Illinois Synod 

June 6  9:00am Cars & Coffee Rockford: Parking Lot across from Ka0e’s Cup 

June 11   Ruthie’s Garden Party at Klehm 

June12-13   Synod Assembly 

June 14 9:15am Juneteenth Worship at Zion  

June 21 10:30am Re0rement Celebra0on for Jolyn Hess 


