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PRELUDE  “Shall We Gather at The River/Near to the Heart of God” 

           Arr. By Mark Hayes 
 

WELCOME      BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
    

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, creator of darkness and light, word of 

truth, wind sweeping over the waters. 
 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. God, our 

rock and refuge, 
 

we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have not 

always loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. Renew your crea$on. Restore us, that we might 

proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The 3me of grace is 

now. In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. By the authority of + Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are God’s beloved. 
 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG  “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”  Red Hymnal #314 

KYRIE           Red Hymnal #157 

 In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 

 For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world,  

 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 

 For your people here who have come to give you praise, 

 for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 

 Help, save, and defend us, O God. 

 Amen. 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE  “Now the Feast and Celebra3on” Red Hymnal #167 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, 

your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, 

and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow aAer your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

            THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9 
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, 
2
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters. 
3
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 

light. 
4
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 

the light from the darkness. 
5
God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 29                 (Congrega3on reads the bold) 

 
1
Ascribe to the LHIJ, you gods, ascribe to the LHIJ glory and strength. 

 
2
Ascribe to the L*+, the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the L*+, in the beauty of holiness. 

 
3
The voice of the LHIJ is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LHIJ is upon the mighty waters. 

 
4
The voice of the L*+, is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the L*+, is a voice of splendor.  

 
5
The voice of the LHIJ breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LHIJ breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 
6
the L*+, makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 
7
The voice of the LHIJ bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 
8
The voice of the L*+, shakes the wilderness; 

  the L*+, shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 
9
The voice of the LHIJ makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.  

  And in the temple of the LHIJ all are crying, “Glory!” 

 
10

The L*+, sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the L*+, sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 
11

O LHIJ, give strength to your people;  

  give them, O LHIJ, the blessings of peace.  
 

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7 
1
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and 

came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 
2
He said to them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we 

have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
3
Then he said, “Into what then 

were you bap3zed?” They answered, “Into John’s bap3sm.” 
4
Paul said, “John 

bap3zed with the bap3sm of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 

one who was to come aAer him, that is, in Jesus.” 
5
On hearing this, they were 

bap3zed in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
6
When Paul had laid his hands on them, 

the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7
altogether there were about twelve of them. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.       
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Cel3c Alleluia”  Red Hymnal #174 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.     

 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11 
4
John the bap3zer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a bap3sm of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5
And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were bap3zed by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7
He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming aAer me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and un3e the thong of his sandals. 
8
I have bap3zed you with 

water; but he will bap3ze you with the Holy Spirit.” 
9
In those days Jesus 

came from Nazareth of Galilee and was bap3zed by John in the Jordan. 
10

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
11

And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON    Pastor Michael Thomas 
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SERMON SONG    “Bap3zed and Set Free”   Red Hymnal #453 

APOSTLES’  CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I  

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon$us    Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand  of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec$on  of the 

body, and the life everlas$ng.  Amen.    
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs.  Lord in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer.    

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trus3ng in 

your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.     

 

MUSIC & OFFERING    “If I Stand” by Rich Mullins Tim Krug 
 Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate giAs toward 

the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go 

online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code. 

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request  and place on the cross on the 

table. Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take 

a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like. 

 

TABLE BLESSING     “What Feast of Love”  Red Hymnal #487 

 What feast of love is offered here, what banquet come from heaven? 

 What food of everlas3ng life, what gracious giA is given? 

 This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven. 

 Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 

 

2 What light of truth is offered here, what covenant from heaven? 

 What hope of everlas3ng life, what wondrous word is given? 

 This, this is Christ the king,  the sun come down from heaven. 

 Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is given! 

 

3 What wine of love is offered here, what crimson drink from heaven? 

 What stream of everlas3ng life, what precious blood is given? 

 This, this is Christ the king,  the sweetest wine of heaven. 

 Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is given! 

 



 
THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and  nourish your whole crea3on.  Turn our hearts toward 

those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 

us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   

Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you.  

LiA up your hearts.       We li9 them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks;  broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, aAer 

supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the $me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the wafer into your hand and take a cup from the 

communion assistant. The inner ring is grape juice and the outer rings are wine. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request. If you would like the individual prepared disposable communion, please come 

forward. 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.   

Amen.        
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Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrec3on, you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of life to 

nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrec3on 

that we may show your glory to all the world. Through Christ, our risen Lord.    

Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the 

anoin3ng of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING SONG     “God, Whose Almighty Word” Red Hymnal #673 

1 God, whose almighty word chaos and darkness heard 

 and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray, 

 and where the gospel day sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light. 
 

2 Christ, who once came to bring, on your redeeming wing, 

 healing and sight; health to the troubled mind, 

 sight where illusions blind; oh, now to humankind 

 let there be light. 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy dove, 

 speed forth your flight; move on the water's face 

 bearing the lamp of grace,  and in earth's darkest place 

 let there be light. 
 

4 Holy and blessed three, glorious Trinity, Wisdom, Love, Might: 

 boundless as ocean's 3de, rolling in fullest pride, 

 through the earth, far and wide, let there be light. 
 

SENDING 

Go in peace. God is at work in you.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE     “Joysong”    arr. By Mark Hayes 



 

S:;,<= W*+>?@A LB<,B+> 

 Reader      Jim Rasch 

 Musician Jodi Beach 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 

hYps://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 
 

P+<=B+ C*+;B+! WB A>D Y*: T* P+<= F*+: 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor 

Thomas, Pastoral Intern Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, 

the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congrega3on; 

the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, 

Ka3e's Cup and  Zion Development Corpora3on. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  

 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in 

Tanzania.    

 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran 

Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran 

Ministries. 

 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Bonnie Sundberg. 

 For healing: Eloise Anderson, ColeYe Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Norma Daugherty,  

Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt, 

Wayne Spitzer, and Gene Wessman. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please no3fy Pastor 

Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel.  The prayer room is upstairs to the leA of the sanctuary 

and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and aAer worship services.   

T?B M@>>@*;> <;, EG<;HBI@>J TB<J would like you to donate scarfs, gently used, knit, or 

crocheted. We will hang them on fences or railings around the church. We will have a liYle 

note on them saying "I'm not lost! If you are cold please take me to keep you warm." The back 

side says "From your friends at Zion Lutheran Church" If you have scarves to donate please 

drop them off in the office. Thank you 

WELCA & Food Pantry!   

Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL and it can’t be obtained from the Food Bank.  A 

grocery cart will be in the back of the worship space for dona3ons or you can leave them in the 

church office.  January items: Canned Stew & Chili. 
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PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 

Sunday  9:15am Bap3sm of Our Lord 

Monday  9:30am Book Study—Library 

Tuesday  12:00pm Mul3cultural Team 

   12:00pm Ka3e’s Cup Conversa3on   

Wednesday  8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn 

   8:00am Grapevine Ar3cles Due 

   11:00am Missions Team 

   5:00pm Private Music Lessons 

   5:00pm WOW—Fellowship Hall 

Thursday  9:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen 

   5:30pm Zion Development Board 

Friday   9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center 

Saturday  1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen 

Sunday  9:15am Worship 

   10:15am Fellowship in Atrium 

   11:00am Celebra3ng Dreams—Worship Space 

 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

January 21  10:30am Annual Report Review 

January 28  10:30am Congrega3onal Annual Mee3ng. 
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