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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 140™ ANNIVERSARY
PRELUDE “Crown Him With Many Crowns”
WELCOME
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.

Amen.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using
your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your
beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin that divides
your beloved community. Open our hearts to your coming, open our
eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved,

opens the door to us. Through + Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are
welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises
prepared for us from the foundation of the world.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” Red Hymnal #634
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bring forth the rtoy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all.
the God in - car-nate, man di- vine—and crown him Lord of all.
go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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Bring forth the roy -al di - a - dem and crown him Lord of all.
Hail him who saves you by his grace and crown him Lord of all
The God in - car - nate, man di - vine—and crown him Lord of all
Go spread your tro-phies at his feet and crown him Lord of all.
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5 Letev'ry kindred, ev'ry tribe

6 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng

on this terrestrial ball
to him all majesty ascribe
and crown him Lord of all.

we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
and crown him Lord of all.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE (Kyrie eleison means “Lord, have mercy”)
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SONG OF PRAISE “Now the Feast and Celebration”
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray. O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of
service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom
to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
“Thus says the Lord Gop: | myself will search for my sheep, and will seek
them out. "“As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their
scattered sheep, so | will seek out my sheep. | will rescue them from all the
places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. "I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from
the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and | will feed them
on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
parts of the land. "I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain
heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good
grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.
"I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie down,
says the Lord Gob. °I will seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed,
and | will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong | will destroy. | will feed them with justice. ““Therefore, thus
says the Lord GoD to them: | myself will judge between the fat sheep and
the lean sheep. *'Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted
at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
wide, “’I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and | will
judge between sheep and sheep. *’| will set up over them one shepherd,
my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. “And |, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall
be prince among them; |, the LORD, have spoken.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 95:1-7a (Congregation reads the bold)
'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
*For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
"The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
’°For the LORD is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture
and the sheep of God’s hand.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
"I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason '°I do not cease to give thanks for you as |
remember you in my prayers. ’I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, "“so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of
his glorious inheritance among the saints, "“and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his
great power. “’God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, *'far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. “’And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, “which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia, Lord, to who shall we go?”
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *HWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
*’All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
**and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
**Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; *for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, “°I was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” >’Then the righteous
will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? **And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? *’And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited
you?’ “’And the king will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family



you did it to me.” “'Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; “for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, “’I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.” ““Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take
care of you?’ “"Then he will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not
do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” “°And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas
SERMON SONG “Praise and Thanksgiving”  Red Hymnal #689
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APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”
Rachel Handlin & Michael Beert arr. Catherin McMichael

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward
the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go
online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code.

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request and place on the cross on the
table. Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take OF
a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like.

TABLE BLESSING “Beautiful Savior” Red Hymnal #838
(Song on the next page)




Beautiful Savior
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the
earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Please peel open the top part of the communion container for the wafer.
Please peel the other side of the container for the juice.
There are baskets in the middle and the back
for disposal of your communion cups.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of life
to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through Christ,
our risen Lord.

Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us
and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.

Amen.

THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING SONG “Lift High The Cross” Red Hymnal # 660
(Song on next page)

SENDING
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Lift High the Cross”
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Lift High the Cross
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bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - a - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Because God created everyone....

Ruthie’s Kitchen NO HUMAN IS ILLEGAL
BLACK LIVES MATTER
love is love

Open Saturdays

—RM+M|6'S 1 :00-3:00pm PEOPLE & PLANET OVER PROFITS .‘/'
KH’OM en CELEBRATE DIVERSITY
R — Women's Rights are Human Rights
964 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104 ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - ROCKFORD, IL

WELCA & Food Pantry!
Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL and it can’t be obtained from the
Food Bank. Peggy King, Cornucopia Director informs us there is a great need for
CEREAL! A grocery cart will be in the back of the worship space for donations or
you can leave them in the church office. November items: Hamburger Helper.

GUEST PREACHER

BISHOP STACIE FIDLAR
v o% g o | : DECEMBER 3, 2023
Pl g (0 ¥ Wy X N RS 9:15AM WORSHIP
Christmas Cantata 10:30 MINI-LUCIA FEST

Z10oN LUTHERAN CHURCH — 925 FIFTH AVENUE — ROCKFORD, IL 61104

December 17 at 9:15am o s

WOZ—Save the Date
December 12th Tuesday Christmas Luncheon 12:00 Stockholm Inn.
Remember your White Elephant gift. All are welcome!
RSVP Karen K. 815.494.3864

The Rockford Choral Union presents Handel’s “Messiah”
Saturday, November 25th and Sunday, November 26, at 3 PM
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 920 3rd Ave, Rockford.

An offering will be received.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285. New Revised Standard Version
Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

« Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

«  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93

© Edition current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
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PRAYER CORNER! WE Ask YOU To PRAY FOR:

o The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor
Thomas, Pastoral Intern Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner,
the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation;
the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center,
Katie's Cup and Zion Development Corporation.

o Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish

o Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in
Tanzania.

o For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran
Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran
Ministries.

o For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Fred Pierce, Joanne Dornbush,
Stephanie Aitken

o For healing: Eloise Anderson, Colette Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Norma Daugherty,
Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardlt,
Wayne Spitzer, and Neal Tolodxi.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor

Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel. The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary

and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and after worship services.

THE MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM TEAM would like you to
donate scarfs, gently used, knit, or crocheted. We will
hang them on fences or railings around the church. We
will have a little note on them saying "I'm not lost! If
you are cold please take me to keep you warm." The
back side says "From your friends at Zion Lutheran
Church" If you have scarves to donate please drop them
off in the office. Thank you
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SUNDAY WORSHIP LEADERS
Reader Neal Tolodxi
Musician Jodi Beach

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE
https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford
- You@UTD
www.youtube.com/zionrockford
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel follow us on
2 cwitter




PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK

Sunday 9:15am  Worship
Monday 8:00am  RVC ESL—Marander Room

9:30am  Book Study—Library

1:00pm  Bag Fluffing
Tuesday 8:00am  RVC ESL—Marander Room

5:00pm  Human Resources

6:00pom  Church Council
Wednesday 8:00am  RVC ESL—Marander Room

8:00am  Bible Study—Stockholm Inn

5:00pom WOW—Fellowship Hall

5:00pm  Private Music Lessons—Choir Room
Thursday 8:00am  RVC ESL—Marander Room

9:00am  Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen
Friday 9:00am  Private Music Lesson—Youth Center
Saturday 9:00am  Holiday Festival and Indoor Market

1:00pm  Ruthie’s Kitchen—St. Bernadette

UPCOMING SCHEDULE

December 3 Bishop Stacie Fidlar Preacher

December 10
December 17

Mini-Lucia Fest, 10:15am - Fellowship Hall
“Blue Christmas” worship with prayer
Zion’s Christmas Cantata at 9:15am worship

Church Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall
December 24  Fourth Sunday of Advent Worship at 9:15am
Christmas Eve Worship, 10:00pm (Sunday) with 9:30pm String Quartet Concert

Poinsettia Garden

Remember or honor your loved ones and help us beautify Zion’s

W= Sanctuary by sponsoring a poinsettia plant for our Christmas Garden.
. All sponsors will be listed on an insert in our Christmas Eve bulletins.
Please fill out an order form (in the back and return to the office by
Monday, December 4, 2023 (firm deadline).
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