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www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN  LENT 

PRELUDE   “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”          arr. By Mark Hayes 
 
    

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who writes the law on our 
hearts, who draws all people together through Jesus. 
 
Amen. 
 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. Holy God, 
 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold. We 
speak in ways that silence others. We are silent when we should speak 
up. We keep score in our hearts. We let hurts grow into hatred. For all 
these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. Amen. 
 
Here is a flood of grace: Out of love for the whole world, God draws near 
to us, breaks every snare of sin, washes away our wrongs, and restores 

the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen. 

http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford
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GATHERING SONG   “Oh For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”     Red Hymnal  #866 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE                         Red Hymnal page #203 

 



 
SONG OF PRAISE          “Glory to God”  Red Hymnal Page #204 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in 
mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of 
the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  
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THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be 
like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 
the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
        

PSALM 51:1-12                   (Congregation reads the bold) 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. R 
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
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 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:5-10 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed 
by the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.” 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what 
he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a 
high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.       
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Let Your Steadfast Love”     Red Hymnal Page #189 
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th Chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.     
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 27“Now my soul 
is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing 
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now 
the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to 
indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON    Pastor Michael Thomas 
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SERMON SONG   “Now The Green Blade Rises”     Red Hymnal #377 

APOSTLES’  CREED        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I   
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius    Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.    
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.    
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you.     
MUSIC & OFFERING    “Be Thou My Vision”   Jeff Campbell 
 

 Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the ministries of 
Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and  

you can also go online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code. 

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request   
and place on the cross on the table.  

Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion.  
You may take a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like. 

 
 

TABLE BLESSING    “This Is Christ’s Body”   



 
THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 
the earth and  nourish your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward 
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare 
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.       We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.       
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks;  broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after 
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the wafer into your hand and take a cup from the 
communion assistant. The inner ring is grape juice and the outer rings are wine. Gluten-free wafers are 

available upon request. If you would like the individual prepared disposable communion,  
they are in a basket in the middle aisle. 
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COMMUNION SONG  “As the Grains of Wheat” Red Hymnal #465 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   
Amen.  
  
Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of 
life to nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through 
Christ, our risen Lord.    
Amen. 
 



 
BLESSING 
Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed. God bless 

you and keep you, shower you with mercy, fill you with courage, and ☩ 
give you peace. 

Amen. 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
SENDING SONG     “Blessed Assurance”   Red Hymnal #638 
 

SENDING 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE      “Blessed Assurance”     
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Sunday Worship Leaders 

Reader   Jim Rasch  
Musician   Jodi Beach 
Assisting Minister Intern Rachel Perkins-Gama 
Communion Assistant 
Usher 
Media   Cameron Kellermann 
Fellowship Host  Kris Sommer 

2024 Midtown Midweek Lenten at Noon March 20  
Exercise Class before worship at 11:00am—led by Faith Community Nurses  

First Lutheran Church Simple Lunch After worship  
 

Holy Week Worship 
March 24  -  Palm Sunday Worship at 9:15am 

March 28 - Maundy Thursday Worship at Noon  
March 28 - Swedish Good Friday Worship at Noon  

Good Friday Musical Tenebrae at 7:00pm 
March 31 - Easter Sunday Worship at 9:15am 

Hello Zion Choir & Friends of Zion! 
Holy Week is soon upon us, and we will be presenting a musical service on Good Friday evening, March 
29. We would love to have as many voices as possible so feel free to invite anyone who might be interested. 
There will be rehearsal after church at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday March 10 & March 17. And one evening  
rehearsal at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 27.  The service is Friday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. and the choir 
needs to be in place by 6:00 p.m. 
 

If you cannot make it to the Sunday rehearsals, I can get the music to you ahead of time and we'll just put it 
all together on Wednesday the 27.  
Please let me know (either way) if you can join us for this meaningful evening of music and narration. 
 

Thanks & Blessing to you! 
Jodi Beach 
815-979-1937 

The Women of Zion will be doing the retirement fellowship on April 14th. We will 
need volunteers to bring treats and help serve. Please let one of the WOZ board 
know if you can help. 



 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 

 

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford  

WELCA & Food Pantry!   
Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL and it can’t be obtained from the Food Bank.  A grocery cart will 
be in the back of the worship space for donations or you can leave them in the church office.  March items: 
Cereal, Pancake Mix & Syrup. 

Rockford Christian School  
on Bell School Road. 
Presents Godspell Jr 

Directed by Jodi Beach 
March 15-16 7:00 pm 
& March 17 3:00 pm 

$10 adults, $5 students and seniors.  

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford
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Prayer Corner! We Ask You To Pray For: 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral 
Intern Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb 
Uk of the Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs 
of Patriots Gateway Center, Katie's Cup and  Zion Development Corporation. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  
 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.    
 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and 

students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries. 
 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Shirley Simmons, Kevin, and Sonja Brace.  
 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Phyllis Brynteson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Norma 

Daugherty,  Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Linda Reinhardt, Wayne Spitzer, and Megan 
Zaphel. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern 
Rachel.  The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on 
Sunday before and after worship services.   

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 
 Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 
© Edition current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 
Sunday  9:15am Worship 
  10:30am Around the Table: “Irish in Rockford” presenter Mike Gallagher 
  10:30am Tenebrae Choir Practice 
Monday 9:30am Book Study—Library   
Tuesday 8:30am Staff Meeting 
  3:30pm Building and Grounds  
Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn   
  8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen 
  9:00am Grapevine Article Deadline 
  11:00am Balance Class 11:00am—First Lutheran 
  12:00pm Miss Carly’s Board Meeting—Youth Center 
  12:00pm Noon Lenten Worship-First Lutheran 
  12:30pm Soup Lunch—First Lutheran 
  5:00pm WOW—Fellowship Hall 
Thursday   Grapevine Mailing 
  1:00pm Women of Zion Meeting Presenter Nurse Mary Wedel Health Tips  and a chance 
    to bid her Godspeed on her  upcoming Retirement—Fellowship Hall 
Friday  9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center 
Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen & Closet 
Sunday  9:15am Palm Sunday Worship 
  10:30am Pancake Breakfast (10:30am-1:00pm) 
   


