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PRELUDE      “Away In A Manger”  arr. By Mark Hayes 
 

WELCOME       

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Word made flesh, our life and 

our salva0on. 

Amen. 

Trus0ng the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us 

confess our sin. God of life, 

 

you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be 

messengers of your peace. We confess that too o"en we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of 

crea$on. Have mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our 

hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, 

restore our trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope 

of eternal life in you. Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In + Jesus we are forgiven and 

redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the 

salva0on of God. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG      “Joy To The World”  Red Hymnal #267 

 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human 

nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share 

the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.                

 

    THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10

I will greatly rejoice in the L@AB, my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salva0on, he has covered me 

with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 

garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11

For as the earth 

brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 

spring up, so the Lord G@B will cause righteousness and praise to spring 

up before all the na0ons. 
62:1

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for 

Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, un0l her vindica0on shines out like the 

dawn, and her salva0on like a burning torch. 
2
The na0ons shall see your 

vindica0on, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new 

name that the mouth of the L@AB will give. 
3
You shall be a crown of 

beauty in the hand of the L@AB, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 

God. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Red Hymnal #270 
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SECOND READING: Gala0ans 4:4-7 
4
When the fullness of 0me had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, 
5
in order to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adop0on as children. 
6
And because you 

are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

“Abba! Father!” 
7
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 

then also an heir, through God. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.       

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” Red Hymnal #276 
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The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd  Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.     
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 
22

When the 0me came for their purifica0on according to the law of Moses, 

[Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord 
23

(as it is wriNen in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), 
24

and they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 
25

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 

this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consola0on of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
26

It had been revealed to him by 

the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 
27

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, 
28

Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your 

word; 
30

for my eyes have seen your salva0on, 
31

which you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, 
32

a light for revela0on to the Gen0les and for 

glory to your people Israel.” 
33

And the child’s father and mother were 

amazed at what was being said about him. 
34

Then Simeon blessed them 

and said to his mother Mary, “This child is des0ned for the falling and the 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
35

so that the 

inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too.” 
36

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 

years aTer her marriage, 
37

then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never leT the temple but worshiped there with fas0ng and prayer night 

and day. 
38

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemp0on of Jerusalem. 
39

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40

The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
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SERMON    Pastor Michael Thomas 
 

SERMON SONG  “What Child Is This?”  Red Hymnal #296 

APOSTLES’  CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I  believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pon$us    Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand  

of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrec$on  of the body, and the life everlas$ng.  

Amen.    
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs.   

Lord in your mercy,         Hear our prayer.    

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trus0ng in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.    And also with you.     

 

MUSIC & OFFERING     “Heirlooms”     Jodi Beach 
     Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate giTs toward the 

ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go online at 

www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code. 

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request  and place on the cross on the table. 

Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. You may take a prayer 

shawl from the worship space if you would like. 

 

TABLE BLESSING   “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”             Red Hymnal  #272 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 

 Of Jesse's lineage coming as seers of old have sung, 

 it came, a flow'r so bright, amid the cold of winter, 

 when half-spent was the night. 

 

THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 

earth and  nourish your whole crea0on.  Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast 

on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

The Lord be with you.       And also with you.  

LiT up your hearts.        We li" them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks;  broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, 

aTer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me.  

 

Please peel open the top part of the communion container for the wafer. 

Please peel the other side of the container for the juice. 

There are baskets in the middle and the back  for disposal of your communion 

cups. 

 

POST COMMUNNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace.   

Amen.                   

                                                                                                                                   

Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrec0on, you 

send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of 

life to nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 

resurrec0on that we may show your glory to all the world. Through 

Christ, our risen Lord.    

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the $me of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the 

anoin0ng of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

SENDING SONG     “Good Chris0an Friends, Rejoice” Red Hymnal #288 

SENDING 

Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  arr. By Mark Hayes 



 

S56789 W:;<=>? L@87@;< 

 Reader      Debbie Raymond 

 Musician Jodi Beach 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 

hNps://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 
 

hNps://twiNer.com/ZionRockford  

P;89@; C:;6@;! W@ A<B Y:5 T: P;89 F:;: 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor 

Thomas, Pastoral Intern Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, 

the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congrega0on; 

the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, 

Ka0e's Cup and  Zion Development Corpora0on. 

 Pastor Elihuruma Reuben Ndoghwe of Sepuka Parish  

 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in 

Tanzania.    

 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran 

Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran 

Ministries. 

 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Bonnie Sundberg. 

 For healing: Eloise Anderson, ColeNe Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Norma Daugherty,  

Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt, 

Wayne Spitzer, and Gene Wessman. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please no0fy Pastor 

Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel.  The prayer room is upstairs to the leT of the sanctuary 

and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and aTer worship services.   

T=@ M><<>:6< 867 EE86F@G><H T@8H would like you to donate scarfs, gently used, knit, or crocheted. We will 

hang them on fences or railings around the church. We will have a liNle note on them saying "I'm not lost! If 

you are cold please take me to keep you warm." The back side says "From your friends at Zion Lutheran 

Church" If you have scarves to donate please drop them off in the office. Thank you 
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PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 

Sunday  9:15am First Sunday of Christmas Worship  

Monday    OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday    OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn 

  8:00am Staff Breakfast 

  5:00pm WOW Leaders—Fellowship Hall 

Thursday 9:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen 

  6:00pm Sustainability Movement Mee0ng—Fellowship Hall 

Friday  9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center 

Saturday 9:00am Winter Fes0val and Indoor Market—Ka0e’s Cup 

  1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen 

Sunday  9:15am Worship 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 

January 21  10:30am Annual Report Review 

January 28  10:30am Congrega0onal Annual Mee0ng. 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version 

Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Chris0an Educa0on of the Na0onal Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lec0onary, Copyright 

© 1992 Consulta0on on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

∗ Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

∗ PaNern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 
© Edi0on current as of 2005. Region Four South Archives, Seguin, Texas. Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

^Adapted from Dr. Lisa Hancock, Director of Worship Arts Ministries  

WELCA & Food Pantry!   

Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL and it can’t be obtained from the Food Bank.  Peggy King, 

Cornucopia Director informs us there is a great need for CEREAL!  A grocery cart will be in the back of the 

worship space for dona0ons or you can leave them in the church office.  January items: canned stew and chili. 


