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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

140™ ANNIVERSARY
PRELUDE “Knowing You” arr. By Mark Hayes

WELCOME
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be God, the one who forms us,  Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit
who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. Steadfast and faithful God,
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG

“Praise to You, O God of Mercy”

Red Hymnal #208
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Ho-
ly Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE

(Kyrie eleison means “Lord, have mercy”)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, And the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

m Refrain
ﬁ#ﬁ“ o —  —— - 5
i/ X — ~ ] i
v ~ g o _o ¢
Ky-rmi-e e-le1 - son, on our world and on  our way.
e ™= | N
fr o - — o Y —
o - —
Ky-r1i-e e -lei - son, ev-ry day.
bt =
g/ K | —
(T Bl — P s =
| For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peace in our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the

N
3

—

J f— e ——
u - m - oty all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
g, | ! e
. s — P — o —
O o —  — s o —F
J e
this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
0yt . Refrain
11 ! 3y N ¢
/ ) ] 'l\ / hf —1o
4 ~ ~
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



SONG OF PRAISE “Now the Feast and Celebration” Red Hymnal #167
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God; to make all things new.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide
us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

MUSIC & OFFERING Special Music Roger Whitworth

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the ministries of Zi-
on. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go online at www.zionrockford.com, or you
can click on the QR code.

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request
and place on the cross on the table.
Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion.
You may take a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like.

THE WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING lIsaiah 5:1-7
"Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had
a vineyard on a very fertile hill. "He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it
with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine
vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. “And now, inhab-
itants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
“What more was there to do for my vineyard that | have not done in it? When | ex-
pected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? >And now I will tell you what |
will do to my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; | will break
down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. °| will make it a waste; it shall not be
pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; | will also com-
mand the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 'For the vineyard of the LORD of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he
expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM 80:7-15 (Congregation reads the bold)
’Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
“You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
“You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
'“The mountains were covered by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
"'You stretched out its tendrils to the sea
and its branches to the river.
"“Why have you broken down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
“The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
“behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] Orf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
“circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; “as to zeal, a per-
secutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever
gains | had, these | have come to regard as loss because of Christ. “More than that,
| regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things, and | regard them as
rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ “and be found in him, not having a right-
eousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. "°l want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in
his death, ''if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the dead.

"’Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but |
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. "'Be-
loved, | do not consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: for-
getting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, ““I press on to-
ward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “I Love You Lord”

| love You Lord and | lift my voice,
To worship You, O my soul rejoice!

Take joy my King in what You hear.
May it be a sweet, sweet sound, in Your ear

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said to the people:] **“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. ““When
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his pro-
duce. ’But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned
another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them
in the same way. ~'Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son.” **But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ S0 they seized him, threw him
out of the vineyard, and killed him. ““Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” “'They said to him, “He will put those wretches
to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the produce at the harvest time.” “’Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in
the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? ““Therefore | tell you, the
kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces
the fruits of the kingdom. ““The one who falls on this stone will be broken to piec-
es; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” “When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them.
““They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded
him as a prophet.

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas



SERMON SONG “Abide With Me” Red Hymnal #629
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’'s lit - tle day;
3 1 need thy  pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy  cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
earth’s joys grow dim, 1ts glo - ries pass a - way;
what  but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’'s pow’t?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
Who like thy - self —my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the  help-less, oh, a - bide with me.
O thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
I trt - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

8



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

TABLE BLESSING “Jesus Loves Me!” Red Hymnal #595
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THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth
and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Please peel open the top part of the communion container for the wafer.

Please peel the other side of the container for the juice.
There are baskets in the middle and the back for disposal of your communion cups.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you send light to
conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of life to nourish your peo-
ple. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection that we may show your
glory to all the world. Through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliv-
er us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

BLESSING
The God of glory, - Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives
in you, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
SENDING SONG “Thine the Amen” Red Hymnal #826
(words next page)
SENDING

Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “l Love You, Lord”

HOMECOMING SUNDAY

OCTOBER 15, 2023

140™ ANNIVERSARY .{O.N\ OCTOBER 22, 2023

eco
@mdag ' 9:15AM WORSHIP ARTNE 140TH ANNIVERSARY
». 10:30 TASTE OF ZION ETHNIC Foop E‘j 9:15AM WORSHIP

SPECIAL Music: TRINADORA 10:30 ZION PARTNER HISTORY

ZI0N PARTNER SUNDAY

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH — 925 FIFTH AVENUE — ROCKFORD, IL 61104 Z10N LUTHERAN CHURCH — 925 FIFTH AVENUE — ROCKFORD, IL 61104
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Thine the Amen
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le lu - 1as an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter-nal -1ly  thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes  thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thinethe glo-ry in the night no more dy-ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last -ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the  earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo -1ty yet to be
thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the  1iv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the  wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-ly ho-1ly <cel -e - bra-tion ju - b1 - lee
N
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lft-ed wup lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift -ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

www.youtube.com/zionrockford

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford
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Zion Lutheran Church
964 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH - ROCKFORD, IL

WELCA & Food Pantry! HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL Our Anniversary Team is planning for our “Homecoming Sun-
and it can’t be obtained from the Food day” on October 15th at 9:15am worship. Pastor Denver Bit-
Bank. Peggy King, Cornucopia Director informs ner will be our preacher. Please join us as we celebrate those
us there is a great need for CEREAL! who were baptized, confirmed, or married at Zion. We will
A grocery cart will be in the back of the have an Anniversary Choir that will practice at 8:00am that
worship space for donations or you can leave Sunday. After worship, we will have a “Taste of Zion” with a
them in the church office. October items: variety of food from different cultural backgrounds. Music
CEREAL. will feature “Trinadora”, starting at 1:30pm.
WOZ—Save the Dates
SAVE THE OATE We have many fun activities planned for the Women of
Zion this fall.
$ October 26th Thursday
1:00 Easy Christmas Crafts

2023

The big night for Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries is back on
Eriday, November 3rd. Tickets go on sale October 1st. Start

assembling your teams of 6-8 people and do us proud with the December 12th Tuesday Christmas
breadth of your trivial knowledge! .
Luncheon 12:00 Stockholm Inn. Remember your White
Elephant gift. All are welcome!
RSVP Karen K. 815.494.3864

November 19th Sunday help, after service, with the
reception, serving and bringing food.

140TH ANNIVERSARY PREACHER
PASTOR DENVER BITNER
OCTOBER 15, 2023
9:15AM WORSHIP
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

DEAR FRIENDS OF ZION, Missions Team would like to collect money rather than collect

items for school kits and personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief. The approxi- CO \L,\‘,’J;'LESQ'EL.EF
mate cost to deliver Quilts & Kits Overseas: one quilt - $2.25; one school kit - $1.40;

one personal care kit - $2.65. For over 75 years, the Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kit

Ministry has worked with caring people like us to share God's love with families around the world. Make
your check out to Zion and then mark it for Lutheran World Relief. We will send in one check. The gift you
give is an immeasurable blessing to families around the world. Thank you for your generosity. There is a box
in the back of the Sanctuary for your generous donations, thank you! Also, we will a host site for drop off
this weekend of October 7th and 8th, 2023. Volunteers are always welcome, 9am-Noon Saturday and Noon-
3pm Sunday. The Zion Mission Team.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #5AS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

#*  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175
*  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93
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PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK
Sunday 9:15am Worship
10:15am Around the Tables
12:00pm Lutheran World Relief Quilt Collection

1:00pm CROP Walk
Monday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room
9:30am Book Study—Library
Tuesday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room
Wednesday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room
8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn
11:00am Missions Team
1:00pm Multicultural Team
2:00pm Katie’s Cup Program Team
5:00pm Private Music Lessons—Choir Room
5:00pm WOW —Fellowship Hall
Thursday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room
9:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Prep—Kitchen
4:00pm Zion Development Board
5:30pm Midtown Meeting—Salem
7:00pm Danny McDade Concert—Kate’s Cup
Friday 9:00am Private Music Lessons —Youth Center
Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen
Sunday 8:00am Homecoming Choir Practice
9:15am Worship
10:15am Taste of Zion
3:00pm Synod Staff, Julie Lewis Retirement Gathering (St. Mark’s)

UPCOMING SCHEDULE
October 20  Harvest Celebration/Watermelon Festival, 2-4pm - Buddy House
October 22 Worship—Zion Partner’s Forum
October 24 Church Council—Youth Center, 6:00pm
October 29  Bible Retirement
November 16 Surviving the Holidays—Katie’s Cup, 12:30-2:30pm
November 22 Thanksgiving Eve Worship—Virtual/Prerecorded
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship, 10:00pm (Sunday)

PRAYER CORNER! WE AsK YOU To PRAY FOR:

0 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral
Intern Rachel Perkins, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese
congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway
Center, Katie's Cup and Zion Development Corporation.

0 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish

0 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.

0 For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and
students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.

0 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones.

0 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Stephanie Aitken, Colette Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Norma Daugherty, Jim
Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt, Becky Sharpe, Wayne
Spitzer, and Neal Tolodxi.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern

Rachel. The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on

Sunday before and after worship services. 14



