
  

 

PRELUDE                   Brass Quartet 
 

GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GATHERING LITANY 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who gives us a new birth into a living hope, who raises 
us with Christ from death, who fills us with the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Living God, 
we confess before you and one another our futile ways, our pursuit of perishable things,   
our own part in crucifying the Lord Jesus.  Forgive us, O God; renew the face of the earth; 
and give us the assurance that you have rescued us from the power of sin and made us 
alive in the Spirit forever.  Amen. 
Christ has set us free to live and love.  Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. 
 
EASTER PROCESSIONAL      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”              Red Hymnal #365 
                   Setting by S. Drummond Wolff  

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024 at 9:15 AM 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
   “A Mosaic Community Sharing  the Grace of Christ with All”  



 

 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 
Cry aloud! Sing your welcome!   
The Servant of the Lord is here! 
Cry aloud!  Tell the triumph!    
The Savior of the world is real to us! 
We are called to set our minds on things above. 
We have been raised with Christ! 
We are called to seek the eternal and heavenly world view. 
Our lives are hidden in the eternal place of God! 
We gather to lift up our heads and look to the holy one. 
We gather to see Christ. 
Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                  “This is the Feast”  Setting 3          Red Hymnal Page 140     



3 

 

GREETING 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
The Lord is with you. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.                                                                                                        



 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."   
     Word of God.    Word of life. 
 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24    
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God's mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, "God's mercy endures forever." 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:  
"The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!" 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.    
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter." 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.    
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.   
 

SECOND READING: Corinthians 15:1-11 
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in 
turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly 
to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.  3For I handed 
on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one 
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though 
it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim 
and so you have come to believe. 

   Word of God.         Word of life.       
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Celtic Alleluia“  Red Hymnal #174 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

GOSPEL:  Mark 16:1-8 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day 
of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid. 

This is the gospel of our Lord.      Praise to you O Christ.                                                                                                      
                                                                                                            

SERMON                   Pastor Michael Thomas 
 

SERMON SONG   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  Red Hymnal #367 
1. Now all the vault of heav'n resounds; in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here:  

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2. Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  

Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills all strife.  
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

3. Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;  
set heart and will on things above that we conquer through your triumph;  

grant grace sufficient for life's day that by our lives we truly say:  
"Christ has triumphed! He is living! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



 

 

4. Adoring praises now we bring; and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"  

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God,  
all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
NICENE CREED                      
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation, he came down from heaven; was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day, he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  Who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

Lord in your mercy,       
Hear our prayer. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 
MUSIC & OFFERING Special Music       Brass Quartet 
 

               

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the ministries of Zion.  
The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on 

the QR code 
The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request and place on the cross on the table. 

Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. 
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TABLE BLESSING   “This Is Christ’s Body”   (from ACS #967)  

PRAYER 
Let us pray. Risen One, as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in 
this meal. Nourish us to follow you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, 
and all for your love’s sake. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.       
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks;  broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Holy Communion will be received up front. Please receive the wafer into your hand and take a cup from the 
communion assistant. The inner ring is grape juice and the outer rings are wine. Gluten-free wafers are available 

upon request. If you would like the individual prepared disposable communion,  
they are in a basket in the middle aisle. 

 

COMMUNION SONG  “Here Is Bread”     Red Hymnal #483 
Here is bread, here is wine; Christ is with us, he is with us  

Break the bread, drink the wine; Christ is with us here  Refrain 
 

Refrain:      In this bread there is healing  
In this cup there's life forever  

In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here 
 

Here is grace, here is peace; Christ is with us, he is with us  
Know his grace, find his peace; Feast on Jesus here      Refrain 

 

Here we are, joined in one Christ is with us, he is with us  
We'll proclaim, till he comes , Jesus crucified      Refrain 

 
    “I Am The Bread of Life”     Red Hymnal #485 

1 "I am the Bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst.  

No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 
 

Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 

 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 

2 "The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, 
 and if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 

 

3 "Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man 
 and drink of his blood, and drink of his blood, you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 

 

4 "I am the resurrection, I am the life. 
 If you believe in me, even though you die, you shall live forever."  Refrain 

 

5 Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, 
 the Son of God, who have come into the world.  Refrain 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
Amen. 
Let us pray:  Living God, you have greeted us in brokenness and nourished us with the body of 
Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love into the 
wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to  
live in the new creation. 
Amen.   
 

SENDING  SONG       “Thine Is the Glory”     Red Hymnal #376    Setting by Robert Hobby  
1 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry  thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

 kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 
 

Refrain:      Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! 
 Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 

 let his church with gladness  hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting!       Refrain 

 

Instrumental Interlude 
 

3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.       Refrain 

 

SENDING 
Christ is risen   
Christ is risen indeed. 
Go in peace as a Mosaic community, sharing the grace of Christ with all.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Brass Quartet 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 

 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright 
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with 
permission under One License #A-726175 

Easter Worship Service Musicians 
Carol Ostrom—Organ 

Jodi Beach—Piano 
Bona Fide Brass Quartet 

Trumpet: Ryan Earl & Tim Schmidt 
Trombone:  Kyle Cauthorne & Wes Brabeck 

Worship Leader’s 
Communion Assistant: 
Sound: 
Media: 
Usher: 
Reader :   Cross Bearer: Jim Williamsen 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford


 

 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 
Sunday   9:15am Easter Sunday Worship 
Monday    OFFICE CLOSED  
Tuesday  8:30am Staff Meeting 
Wednesday  8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn   
   8:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Making—Kitchen 
   5:00pm WOW—Fellowship Hall 
Thursday  6:00pm Sustainability Movement Meeting—Youth Center 
Friday   9:00am Private Music Lesson—Youth Center 
Saturday  9:00am Cars & Coffee—RPS Parking Lot 
   1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen & Closet     

 
 

Thank you to all those who contributed to our beautiful Easter Garden  
and with monetary donations  

 

Sponsors:     Happy Easter To: 
Karen Kermgard    Zion Friends 
Reverend Michael & Tammy Thomas  The Zion Community 
Sponsors:     In Loving Memory Of: 
Sue Drilling     Hazel & Bill 
Betty & Les Morgan    Family 
Ronald Simmons    Shirley Simmons 
Ann Harkabus & Pat Lyman   Carolyn, Rudy, and David Larson; Dorothy Graham 
Connie Heden     Karin Carlson, Jay Gagliano, Terry Heden,  Mr. & Mrs. Ellerd  
      Wallenberg, Mr. & Mrs. Emil Heden, and Loved Ones 
Jim & Kathy Rasch    Loved Ones 
Ken & Mary Franzen    Loved Ones 
Don Carlson     Mr. & Mrs. Mauritz Carlson, JoAn Carlson, 
      Donald Carlson, Jr., Roger Carlson, and Robert Carlson 
Allen Floyd     Don & Marsha Wurtlin, and Gene & Ginny Kyle 
Deb & Neal Tolodxi    Destiny and Loved Ones 
Angeles Polcher    Egon Polcher 
      In Honor Of: 
Sandy Swenson    Marilyn Carlson 

2024 Easter Spring Garden  

Prayer Corner! We Ask You To Pray For: 
 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral Intern 

Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the 
Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots 
Gateway Center, Katie's Cup and  Zion Development Corporation. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  
 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.    
 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of 

Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries. 
 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Shirley Simmons, Kevin, Sonja Brace, Joyce Shook, and Amy Cashmore.  
 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Phyllis Brynteson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Norma 

Daugherty, Jim Duhigg, Deanna Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Linda Reinhardt, Wayne Spitzer, and Megan Zaphel. 
If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern Rachel.  
The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and 
after worship services.   


