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PRELUDE  “Be Glorified”    by Mark Hayes              
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Salva-on belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gi2s of bap-sm. Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You 

lead us beside s-ll waters. We thank you for the waters of 

crea-on: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters of the Rock River and Keith 

Creek that nourished genera-ons.  Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 



 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who 

accompanies us on our journeys.  

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 

resurrec-on. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.  

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup 

overflows. Break down barriers that divide us.  

Fill us with the breath of peace.  

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gi2s and grace of 

bap-sm, and for making us a new crea-on. We join 

with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG  

“Gather Us In”             Red Hymnal #532  



 

 



 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

KYRIE                  Red Hymnal #154 

SONG OF PRAISE “Praise the Lord! O Heavens” #823 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered 

for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ 

and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 

may be drawn into your boun-ful presence, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 1:6-14 
6
 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked 

[Jesus], “Lord, is this the -me when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 
7
 He replied, “It is not for you to know 

the -mes or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. 
8
 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 
9
 When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was li2ed up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 
10

 

While he was going and they were gazing up toward 



 

heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11

 

They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you 

into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 

into heaven.” 
12

 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 

mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 

journey away. 
13

 When they had entered the city, they went 

to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and 

John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and MaNhew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 
14

 All these were 

constantly devo-ng themselves to prayer, together with 

certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well 

as his brothers. 
 

Word of life.   Word of love. Christ is risen! Alleluia!  
 

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35  

 
1
 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scaNered; 

  let those who hate God flee. 

 
2
 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 

  as the wax melts before the fire,  

       so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 

 
3
 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 

       let them also be merry and joyful. 

     



 

 

   
4
 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name;  

       exalt the one who rides the clouds; 

  I A, is that name, rejoice before God!  

 
5
 In your holy habita-on, O God, 

  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 

 
6
 you give the solitary a home  

       and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 

  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 

 
7
 O God, when you went forth before your people, 

  when you marched through the wilderness, 

 
8
 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,  

       at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

 
9
 You sent a boun-ful rain, O God; 

  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 

 
10

 Your people found their home in it; 

  in your goodness, O God,  

       you have made provision for the poor.  

 
32

 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

  sing praises to the Lord. 

 
33

 You ride in the heavens, O God,  

       in the ancient heavens; 

  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 

 
34

 Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel;  

       whose strength is in the skies. 

 



 

35
 How wonderful you are in your holy places,  

       O God of Israel, 

  giving strength and power to your people!  

       Blessed be God!  

 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is 

taking place among you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 
13

 But rejoice insofar as you 

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad 

and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 
14

 If you are 

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 

spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is res-ng on you. 
5:6

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 

so that he may exalt you in due -me. 
7
 Cast all your anxiety on 

him, because he cares for you. 
8
 Discipline yourselves; keep 

alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 

around, looking for someone to devour. 
9
 Resist him, steadfast 

in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 

the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10

 And 

a2er you have suffered for a liNle while, the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 

restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
11

 To him be 

the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Word of life.   Word of love. Christ is risen! Alleluia!  



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”    

Red Hymnal #512 



 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th Chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

GOSPEL John 17:1-11 
1
 A2er Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he 

looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 
2
 since you 

have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 

to all whom you have given him. 
3
 And this is eternal life, that 

they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent. 
4
 I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do. 
5
 So now, Father, glorify me in 

your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence 

before the world existed. 
6
 “I have made your name known to 

those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 

and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7
 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from 

you, 
8
 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, 

and they have received them and know in truth that I came 

from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 
9
 I am 

asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world 

but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 

yours. 
10

 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have 

been glorified in them. 
11

 And now I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 



 

 

Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 

given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON   Pastor Thomas 
 

SERMON SONG  “Ask the Complicated Ques-ons”   



 

 

APOSTLES’  CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pon6us Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrec6on  of the body,  

and the life everlas6ng.  Amen.    

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Trus-ng in the power of Christ’s resurrec-on to 

heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray 

for the needs of all crea-on.  Gracious God, be 

with us in this -me of quiet. Hear our prayers as 

we come before you in song, silence and light. 

Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you.      

And also with you. 
 

MUSIC OFFERING & OFFERING   “Trinity Rucker” 
 

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to 

designate gi2s toward the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box 

is by the prayer table. You can also go online at 

www.zionrockford.com or you can click on the QR code. 

 

TABLE BLESSING   

“We Eat the Bread of Teaching” 

Red Hymnal #518 

 



 



 

 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to 

give you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of 

that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that 

goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world 

you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you.             And also with you.  

Li2 up your hearts.                      We li7 them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks;  broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me.  Again, a2er supper, he took 

the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.  

 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the 6me of trial and 

deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

 

Please come to the front for communion today.  

Receive the wafer with an open hand. 

The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is clear. 

There are individual communion cups at the prayer table by the piano.  

Dispose of them in the lobby. 
 

 

COMMUNION   

“One Bread, One Body” 

Red Hymnal #496 



 

 



 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.    

Amen. 

Let us pray:  Holy One, through this meal you have 

made your home among us and are making all 

things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious 

hearts, to build a table of belonging and to bring 

your healing to the na-ons. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 



 

 

SENDING SONG   

“What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine”   

Red Hymnal #774  

SENDING Go in peace. Praise the Lord!  

Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE      “Knowing You” arr. By Mark Hayes 



 

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1989, Division of Chris-an Educa-on of the Na-onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lec-onary, Copyright © 1992 

Consulta-on on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

∗ Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

∗ PaNern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 
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hNps://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 

Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 
 

hNps://twiNer.com/ZionRockford  



 

 

During the first three months of the year, Ruthie’s Closet has given away 2,274 clothing 

items and 1,789 personal hygiene items. We are grateful to the donations of clothing 

and hygiene items, along with financial donations so that we can purchase needed 

items.  
 

Ruthie's Closet is in need of seasonal sturdy clothing and accessories. No items on the 

list need to be new.  Additionally, items that help with transportation and daily 

existing. While doing your Spring cleaning or general decluttering think about donating 

to Ruthie's Closet.  
 

Things we can use: Pants, Levi's are premium; Shirts, not dress, and T-shirts; 

Sweatpants; Sweatshirts and hoodies; Coats; Raincoats/ponchos; Socks; Belts; Men's 

boxer shorts; Women's underwear (especially small); Bras; Shoes, tennis and casual; 

Boots; Bath towels; Wash clothes; Blankets; 

Sleeping bags; Backpack, totes, and book bags; 

Tarps; Tents; Roller suitcases; Bicycles; Bike 

locks and chains. 
 

We have a great volunteer team at Ruthie’s 

Closet!  If you have questions or donations, 

contact the church office at 815.964-4609, 

leave a message for Tom. 

RUTHIE’S CLOSET 

WOMEN OF INTERFAITH 

Hello: All women are invited to attend the interfaith potlucks, listed below, which start at 

6:00 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass. Plates, silverware, and beverages will be provided, 

but you are always welcome to bring your own plate and silverware if you wish.  Please 

join us! 

  

Monday, May 18, 2026, at Christ Lutheran Church, 425 Riverside Rd., Belvidere. Karen 

Glavin will talk about walking meditation and the history of labyrinths. People will also 

have an opportunity to walk the labyrinth at Christ Lutheran Church.  

Monday, June 29, 2026, at Zion Lutheran Church, 925 - 5th Ave., Rockford. (NOTE: enter 

at rear door, next to the fire escape; If no one is at the door, push the button marked 

Kitchen and someone will open it.) The program will be "In Our Own Voice", through 

Northern Illinois NAMI, with an inspiring panel of women discussing their personal  

experiences with mental illness.   



 
WOMEN OF ZION 

WOZ Spring Salad Luncheon 

                                    May 21            NOON.    

 

Our lunch theme this year is “Trading Treasures”.  Bring a salad to share 

and some of your unwanted treasures to trade with other ladies of  

Zion.  NOT garage sale items, but things you no longer want/use which are 

too good to be donated to a thri2 store.  Bring a few, take a few new 

things home. Items le2 at end of lunch will be donated to Swedish  

Historical Society’s Mormor’s A[c unless you want to take your items 

home. Dessert provided by WOZ officers.  

 

RSVP by May 19 to ensure we have enough dessert for everyone. 

Karen Kermgard.        815-494-3864.             kkermgard@gmail.com 

Sue Drilling.                 815-494-6321.             sdrill6649@aol.com  

 

 

And don’t forget we are collecting personal Items: toothpaste, soap,  

deodorant, etc for the pantry during May.  Thanks-the Woz Board. 



 

 

W9:;<=> L?JK?:’; T9KJL 
Presiding Minister Pastor Michael Thomas   

Altar Guild  Kris Sommer 

Assis-ng Minister Student Deaconess Janice Forrest 

Communion Assts: Connie Heden and Gary Zeien  

Fellowship:  Simmons Good Trouble Scholarship Team 

Musician:  Jodi Beach 

Reader:   Jeff Carlson 

Usher:    

P:JL?: C9:B?:! W? A;M Y9N T9 P:JL F9:: 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, 

Pastor Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church 

Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congrega-on; the Zion 

Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway 

Center, Ka-e's Cup and  Zion Development Corpora-on. 

 Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assis-ng Pastor Evan Kiula, and Assis-ng 

Pastor Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka Parish (Tanzania) 

 Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar of Arcot Lutheran Church in 

India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.    

 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran 

Parish, faculty and students of Rockford Lutheran Schools. 

 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 

 For healing: ColeNe Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie 

Dahlberg, Jeff Dahlberg, Norma Daugherty, Karen Eiseman, Gary Fulkerson, 

John Hoyt, Gary Johnson, Greg Johnson, Leola LeGault, Jim McDowell, Les 

Morgan, BeNy Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Kamara Thomas, Neal 

Tolodxi, Brian Veitch, Nancy Warden, Danielle Wegner, Gary Wegner, Jr., and 

Gary Zeien. 
 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please no-fy 

Pastor Mike.  The prayer room is upstairs to the le2 of the sanctuary and is 

available during office hours and on Sunday before and a2er worship services. If 

you would like a ribbon to show support for pride or the African American 

communi-es, they are located in a basket in the lobby/narthex. If you would like a 

Zion yard sign to display they are in the lobby/narthex.  



 PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 

Sunday  9:15am Worship at Patriots Gateway 

  10:30am Simmon’s Scholarship Award Program—Patriots 

  11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel 

  1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room 

  4:00pm Zion’s Mosaic Youth Group—Youth Center 

Tuesday 12:30pm Building and Grounds 

Wednesday 8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn  

  12:00pm Patriots Gateway Open House 

Thursday 12:00pm WOZ Salad Luncheon—Fellowship Hall 

Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen (Zion hos-ng) 

Sunday  9:15am Worship 

  10:30am Fellowship 

  11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel 

  1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room 

   

UPCOMING 

May 25   Memorial Day—Office Closed 

May 26 5:00pm Human Resources 

  6:00pm Church Council 

May 31 9:15am Guest Pastor Mack Patrick from Northern Illinois Synod 

June 1  1:00pm Bag Fluffing 

June 6  9:00am Cars & Coffee Rockford: Parking Lot across from Ka-e’s Cup 

  10:00am Pride Parade—Rockford 

June 11   Patriots Ruthie’s Garden Party at Klehm 

June 12-13   Synod Assembly 

June 14 9:15am Juneteenth Worship at Zion  

  4:00pm Mosaic Youth Group 

June 16 11:00am Zion Outreach Board– Youth Center 

June 21 10:30am Re-rement Celebra-on for Jolyn Hess 

June 29 5-9pm  Women’s Interfaith Potluck-Fellowship Hall 

June 30 Noon - 2 Last Day Party at Zion for Jolyn Hess 

July 4  9:00am Cars & Coffee Rockford: Parking Lot across from Ka-e’s Cup 

September 13   God’s Work Our Hands Sunday 

September 30 8:00am Ka-e’s Cup Golf Ou-ng—Timber Point 

October 2   Ka-e’s Cup Trivia Night (at Trinity Lutheran Church) 


