
 

PRELUDE    

       

The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the 
baptized life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Holy God, we give 
you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your 
own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your 
name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen 
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that 
extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts 
of believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that 
set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into 
you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by 
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 
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 GATHERING SONG    “We Know  That Christ is Raised”   Red Hymnal #449 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 



 

SONG OF PRAISE     “Praise the Lord! O Heavens”  Red Hymnal #823 

 KYRIE  (Kyrie eleison means “Lord, have mercy”)    Red Hymnal #152 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your 
eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 
your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

FIRST READING ACTS 9:36-43  
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in 
Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At 
that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid 
her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who 
heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, 
“Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with 
them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the 
widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all 
of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the 
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing 
Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling 
the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he 
stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 

Word of God. Word of Promise.   Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 23                          (Congregation reads the bold) 
 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  
        I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with 
palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the elders addressed me, 
saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 
from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to 
me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 
For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day 
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne 
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will shelter them. 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the 
sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17 for the Lamb at the 
center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.” 

Word of God. Word of Promise.   Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Red Hymnal pg #171 
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th Chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.     
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It 
was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 
Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 
Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that 
I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not believe, because 
you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. 
No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me 
is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 
30 The Father and I are one.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON    Student Pastor Rachel Perkins-Gama 
 
 



 
SERMON SONG    “Shepherd Me, O God”  Red Hymnal #780 
 

Refrain 
Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,  

beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 

1 God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 

I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  Refrain 
 

2 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, 
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 
my spirit shall sing the music of your name.  Refrain 

 

3 Though I should wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 

your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.  Refrain 
 

4 You have set me a banquet of love 
in the face of hatred, 

crowning me with love beyond my pow'r to hold.  Refrain 
 

5 Surely your kindness and mercy follow me 
all the days of my life; 

I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.  Refrain 
 
APOSTLES’  CREED        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I   
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand  of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.    
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs.    
 

PRAYER CANDLES 
This is a time of prayer at your seat or light a candle at the two prayer stations.  

You can request a prayer at the prayer table by the piano.  
Feel free to pray, sing, sit in silence and pray for others. 

 

SONG  “May The God of All Healing”  Red Hymnal #220 
 May the God of all healing enfold us in love, 

 fill us with peace, and lead us to wholeness and strength. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
And also with you.    
 
MUSIC & OFFERING  “Let Us Enter In Words and Music” by Ray Makeever      
      

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward the 
ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table. 

You can also go online at www.zionrockford.com or you can click on the QR code. 

 
TABLE BLESSING      “You Are Holy”  Red Hymnal #525 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more  
than we ever understand. You are always at hand. 

Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here  
to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy, you are wholeness,  

you are present. Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest!  Sing hosanna!  

Sing hosanna to our God! 
 



 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the 
earth and  nourish your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward those who 
hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to 
feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you.    
And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he 
took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Please come forward for communion today up front. Receive the wafer with an open hand. 
The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is clear. 

There are individual communion cups at the prayer table. Dispose of them in the lobby. 
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 COMMUNION SONGS  “Day by  Day”    Red Hymnal #790 

 
 
 
 



 

  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”   Red Hymnal #789 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   
Amen.   
 

Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you 
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of 
life to nourish your people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through 
Christ, our risen Lord.        Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, + 
Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and 
always. Amen. 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING SONG      “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” Red Hymnal #789 
 

SENDING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE          Allegro G. F. Handel 



 
Worship Leader’s Today 

Communion Asst.  
Fellowship:   
Media:   Cameron Kellermann 
Music:   Mary Shore 
Readers:   
Sound:   Deangelo Brunson 
Usher:   Charlie Dahlberg & Kamyra Brunson 

Worship Leaders  
Would you like to be a Communion Assistant, 
Reader, Sound, Usher, Greeter or Worship 
Host? You could have the assignment on the 
first, second, third or fourth Sunday of each 
month at the 9:15am worship service. Please 
talk with Pastor or let the church office know if 
you are available, interested or have a 
question. 

Women of Zion 
During the month of May we are requesting 
donations of Canned Fruit for distribution at 
the Cornucopia Food Pantry.  There is a great 
need for these items!  A grocery cart is in the 
Narthex for donations, or you can bring them 
to the church office. You can donate to 
Cornucopia on our church website and we 
pass along the donation to the pantry 
organization.   -Thanks so much!  
The WOZ board 

Worship Services Online 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 

 

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford  

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford
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Prayer Corner! We Ask You To Pray For: 
 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Student Pastor 

Rachel Perkins, Pastor Emeritus Denver Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the 
Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway 
Center, Katie's Cup and  Zion Development Corporation. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish (Tanzania) 
 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier in Senegal.    
 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of 

Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries. 
 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 
 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Phyllis Brynteson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Jim Duhigg,    

Neal Tolodxi, Linda Reinhardt, Betty Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Jeanne Thomas, Brian Veitch, Mary 
Wedel, and Gary Wegner, Jr. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Student Pastor Rachel.  
The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and 
after worship services.   

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

 Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 
^      https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/come-let-us-adore-him-advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2024 

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 
Sunday  9:15am Worship  
Monday 9:30am Book Study—Multipurpose room 
Tuesday 8:30am RVC Class—Marander Room 
  11:00am  Memorial Team 
  5:00pm Open Mic Night—Katie’s Cup 
Wednesday   Grapevine Articles are due 
  8:00am Book Study—Stockholm Inn 
  8:30am RVC Class—Marander Room 
  11:00am  Missions & Evangelism Team—Multipurpose Room 
  4:00pm WOW—Fellowship Hall 
Thursday 8:30am RVC Class—Marander Room 
  9:00am Race Summit—UW Health Sports Factory 
  Noon   WOZ Salad Luncheon—Fellowship Hall 
Saturday 8:30am Church Council Retreat—Multipurpose Room 
  1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen   
Sunday  9:15am Worship  
  10:30am  Fellowship Sponsored by Tom Habing in honor of his 80th Birthday 

UPCOMING  
May 20 Noon   Katie’s Cup Conversation on Christian Nationalism 
  3:00pm Zion Outreach Board—Multipurpose Room 
May 29 5:00pm Ruthie’s Garden Party—Patriots Gateway 
May 31 8:00am Baha'i Temple Trip—Wilmette, IL 
June 7  Noon  Pride Parade—Rockford 
June 13-14   Synod Assembly—Augustana College, Rock Island 
June 14 9:00am Cars and Coffee 
June 18 11:00am  Finance Committee 
June 19 1:00pm WOZ—Presentation by Jeff Dahlberg 
July 12  8:00am Bike Midtown 


