
 

  

PRELUDE     “Awesome In This Place”      by Dave Billington 
  

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit 
who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are 
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what 
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and 
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your 
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s 
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   “Christ Be Our Light”         Red Hymnal #715 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
KYRIE    (Kyrie eleison means “Lord, have mercy”) 
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SONG OF PRAISE “Now the Feast and Celebration”     Red Hymnal #167 
 



 

5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us 
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful 
judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen.                     
 

MUSIC & OFFERING   “I Won’t Move” 
               by Life Church Worship, Soloist: Daysha McClain 
 
              

 Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts toward 
the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is near the back, pulpit side and you can also go 

online at www.zionrockford.com, or you can click on the QR code. 
 

The Prayer Table is available for you to write a prayer request  
and place on the cross on the table. 

Prayer requests will be shared with a group of people who pray at Zion. 
You may take a prayer shawl from the worship space if you would like. 

 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11 
10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their 
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 
bring upon them; and he did not do it. 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, 
and he became angry. 2He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I 
said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the begin-
ning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 3And now, 
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah went out of the 
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat    
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 6The Lord 
God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the 
bush, so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, 
and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that 
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he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, 
“Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to 
die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not 
labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there 
are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 
hand from their left, and also many animals?” 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
PSALM 145:1-8 
 1I will exalt you, my  God and king, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 2Every day will I bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! 
  There is no end to your greatness. 
 4One generation shall praise your works to another 
  and shall declare your power.  
 5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty 
  and all your marvelous works. 
 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, 
  and I will recount your greatness. 
 7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 
  they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness. 
 8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.   
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between 
the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to re-
main in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know 
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so 
that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you 
again. 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you 
are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the 
gospel, 28and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence 
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of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering 
for him as well—30since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have. 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.           
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th Chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.     
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing 
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
4and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 
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7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they re-
ceived it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs 
to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not al-
lowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON     Pastor Michael Thomas 
 
SERMON SONG       “Lead Me, Guide Me”        Red Hymnal #768 

Chorus:  Lead me, guide me, along the way. 
For if you lead me, I cannot stray. 

Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

1.  I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r 
To help me over my weakest hour,  

Help me through the darkness thy face to see, 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. (Chorus) 

 

2.  Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 

I am putting all my trust in thee 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. (Chorus) 

 

3.  I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
I am blind without thy light to see, 

Lord, just always let me thy servant be 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. (Chorus) 
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APOSTLES’  CREED        

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I  believe in Jesus 
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand  of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy   catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection  of the body, and the life ever-
lasting.  Amen.    
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people  
according to their needs.  Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.    

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your  
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (anointing with oil)   
and prayer, please come to the rail as you feel led.  

This is a time to pray at your seat, or you may light a candle at the prayer stations.  
You can request a prayer at the prayer station or at the rail for yourself or others.  

Feel free to pray, sing, sit in silence and pray for others. 
 

SONG  “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”   Red Hymnal #751 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you.     
                                     
TABLE BLESSING     “Bind Us Together”  
  

Chorus: Bind us together, Lord, bind us together  
with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together Lord;  
bind us together in love. 

 

1. There is only one God.  There is only one King.   
There is only one Body; that is why we can sing. (Chorus) 

 

2. You are the fam’ly of God.  You are the promise divine. 
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine. (Chorus) 

 
THE MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 
and  nourish your whole creation.  Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any 
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our  Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  broke it 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the  
remembrance of me.  
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Please peel open the top part of the communion container for the wafer. 
Please peel the other side of the container for the juice. 

There are baskets in the middle and the back  for disposal of your communion cups. 
 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  Amen.                                                                                                                                                                  

Let us pray:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you send light 
to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of life to nourish your 
people.  Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection that we may show 
your glory to all the world. Through Jesus  Christ, our risen Lord.   Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliv-
er us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives 
in you, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING SONG     “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”           Red Hymnal #860  
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Sunday Worship Leaders 
Reader  Neal Tolodxi 

 

Music  Jodi Beach 
            Drums -Tom Marken   Bass—Jim McDowell 

  

SENDING 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”     

WELCA & Food Pantry!   
Cornucopia Food is in short supply of CEREAL 
and it can’t be obtained from the Food 
Bank.  Peggy King, Cornucopia Director 
informs us there is a great need for CEREAL!   
A grocery cart will be in the back of the 
worship space for donations or you can leave 
them in the church office.  September items: 
CEREAL. 

Dear Friends of Zion,  Missions Team would like to collect money rather than collect 
items for school kits and personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief.  The approxi-
mate cost to deliver Quilts & Kits Overseas: one quilt - $2.25; one school kit - $1.40; 
one personal care kit - $2.65. For over 75 years, the Lutheran World Relief Quilt & Kit 
Ministry has worked with caring people like us to share God's love with families around the world.  Make 
your check out to Zion and then mark it for Lutheran World Relief.  We will send in one check.  The gift you 
give is an immeasurable blessing to families around the world. Thank you for your generosity.   There is a box 
in the back of the Sanctuary for your generous donations, thank you!  Also, we will a host site for drop off the 
Weekend of October 7th and 8th, 2023. The Zion Mission Team. 

 

Flower ministry sponsorships are available. 
Today’s altar flowers are sponsored by Neal & Deb Tolodxi, 

In Honor of  their 29th Anniversary today. 
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford  
 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel 

 

https://twitter.com/ZionRockford  

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175 

 Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93 

      WOZ Donuts in Park 

Where: Sinnissippi Park shelter by golf course. 
Date: September 28th 

Time:  9:30 

 

BYO drink  We’ll have yummy donuts.  
Gentlemen are invited. 

Jane Burden will speak on funeral pre-planning. 
And  - you’ll get a chance to chat  

with our super new Intern Rachel.   
See you there!  Happy Fall Y’all!  

https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford
https://twitter.com/ZionRockford
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PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK 
Sunday  9:15am Worship—(Prayer Candles) 
Monday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room 
  9:00am Miss Carly’s Sandwich Prep—Kitchen 
  9:30am Book Study—Library 
  1:00pm Bag Fluffing—Youth Center 
Tuesday 7:00am Mayor’s Hunger Campaign Breakfast 
  8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room 
  5:00pm Human Resources—Library 
  6:00pm Church Council—Youth Center  
Wednesday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room 
  8:00am Bible Study—Stockholm Inn 
  3:00pm Patriot’s Gateway Executive Board 
  5:00pm Private Music Lessons—Choir Room  
  5:00pm WOW—Fellowship Hall 
Thursday 8:00am RVC ESL—Marander Room 
  8:00am Katie’s Cup Executive Committee—Katie’s Cup 
  9:00am Rockford Midtown Market—Katie’s Cup (until 1pm) 
  9:30am WOZ Donuts in the Park—Sinnissippi 
  4:30pm Patriot’s Board 
Friday  9:00am Private Music Lessons –Youth Center 
Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen 
Sunday  9:15am Worship 
   

UPCOMING SCHEDULE 
October 7 & 8 Lutheran World Relief Collection, back parking lot Zion 
October 7 Cars and Coffee, pork chop sandwiches—RPS Parking Lot 
October 15 Homecoming Sunday Worship, Followed by Taste of Zion 
October 15 CROP Walk 
October 20 Harvest Celebration/Watermelon Festival, 2-4pm  - Buddy House 
October 22 Worship—Zion Partner’s Forum 

Prayer Corner! We Ask You To Pray For: 
 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral 

Intern Rachel Perkins, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese 
congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway 
Center, Katie's Cup and  Zion Development Corporation. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  
 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.    
 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and 

students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries. 
 For those who grieve the loss of loved ones. 
 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Stephanie Aitken, Colette Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Jim Duhigg, Deanna 

Hartenberg, Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt, Becky Sharpe, Wayne Spitzer, and Neal 
Tolodxi. 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike or Pastoral Intern 
Rachel.  The prayer room is upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on 
Sunday before and after worship services.   


