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A������� �! B �%&��! 
We are looking forward to gathering on Sunday,  

September 14, 2023 to celebrate our 140th 

Anniversary. We will gather for 9:15am worship 

with Pastor Kendall Koenig our guest preacher. 

We will then have our Banquet at Mauh-Nah-Tee

-See Club starMng at 11:00am. Rachel Handlin 

and Michael Beert will be our musicians as we 

gather. During our meal, we will have a short 

program. We want anyone who would like to 

aPend to be able to. We do have several 

reservaMons PAID already so if you would like to 

aPend, please let us know by calling the Church 

office and rsvp. 

 

H)*�#)*��+ S&�, ! 
Our Anniversary Team is planning for our 

“Homecoming Sunday” on October 15th at 

9:15am worship. Pastor Denver Bitner will be our 

preacher. Please join us as we celebrate those 

who were bapMzed, confirmed, or married at 

Zion. We will have an Anniversary Choir that will 

pracMce at 8:00am that Sunday. AWer worship, 

we will have a “Taste  of Zion” with a variety of 

food from different cultural backgrounds.  Music 

will feature “Trinadora”, starMng at 1:30pm. 

 

P ��)� - I����� R #��-! 
God works in mysterious ways. We are blessed to 

have a Pastoral Intern again this next year. Back 

in the spring, we were told by Wartburg 

Seminary that there were not enough 

seminarians for all the sites and we were 

planning on not having an Intern. Then, at the 

start of August, the Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago reached out and asked if we would be 

open to a last minute placement of a seminarian 

who would soon be endorsed by her Candidacy 

CommiPee to go on internship. Intern Rachel is 

from Janesville, WI and will be in her last year of 

seminary as an Intern at Zion.  We welcome 

Pastoral Intern Rachel Perkins to Zion. She begins 

September 1st and will move into an apartment 

on Seventh Street and FiWh Avenue that Zion 

Development owns.  

 

This past month of discerning and deciding have been 

influenced by a few factors that have made me hopeful 

about how God provides: 

 We didn’t think we’d have an intern and last 

minute candidate shows up 

 Northern Illinois Synod will provide us a $10,000 

grant for Zion’s Intern program 

 We have a new renter of the kitchen 

 We are receiving a monthly fee from Patriots as a 

management fee for my Mme as ExecuMve Director 

 Our Intern Support CommiPee for their service: 

Jane Burden, Janice Forrest, Nancy Warden, Sue 

Drilling and Bonnie Dahlberg. They have been a 

blessing! 

  

God indeed provides for us in mysterious ways. We are a 

church connected to people, the neighborhood and 

ministry that affects a person in mind, body and soul. We 

have much to celebrate in the past, a spiritual legacy we 

conMnue to steward into the future. 

Peace, Pastor Thomas 

 

Pastoral Intern Rachel 
My name is Rachel Perkins. I was 

born and raised in Janesville, WI. 

Growing up, my family and I 

were acMve members of my 

home congregaMon. While on a 

mission trip to Pine Ridge 

ReservaMon in South Dakota, 

when I was 13 years old, I felt a 

calling into ministry. The Pastors 

of my home congregaMon welcomed and nourished my 

feeling of a call. I did two years of internship with my 

Pastors while in High School before I aPended Wartburg 

College. I double majored in Religion and Peace and 

JusMce Studies with a minor in Leadership. AWer 

graduaMng college, I moved to the Kingdom of EswaMni as 

a Young Adult in Global Mission volunteer. While in 

EswaMni, I met my fiance and soon to be husband, 

Nkosinathi. AWer my year of service, I moved to Chicago 

and began seminary at the Lutheran School of Theology 

at Chicago. I did my unit of Clinical Pastoral EducaMon at 

Mount Sinai Hospital the summer of 2020. Throughout 

seminary I have served as a pulpit supply resource for my 

synod, South Central Synod of Wisconsin. I am excited to 

join the community of Zion Lutheran and grow pastorally.  

 

Pastoral Intern Rachel  -  internrachelperkins@gmail.com 
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INTERN’S CORNER 
 Dear friends in Christ, 

As my Mme here comes to an end and I begin a new school year at Wartburg Theological Seminary, 

I wanted to take a moment and say thank you again for all the love and support you have shown me 

during this internship year. When I first arrived in Rockford, I had no idea how much this place would teach 

me or how much each of you would mean to me. 

Thank you for welcoming me into the community and showering me with grace from the very 

beginning. You showed me hospitality as I adjusted to a new rouMne, gently helped me when I stumbled, 

encouraged me when I faced challenges, and cared for me at every step. Not only 

that, but you also celebrated with Micah and me aWer our engagement (!) and 

extended a hearcelt welcome to every friend and family member that came to visit. 

I can’t say thank you enough for all of the ways that you’ve showered me with 

Christ’s love in one short year. 

I am also grateful for the opportunity to get to know you and hear your stories. I 

have learned so much from talking with you, living and serving among you, and 

praying with you in worship or at home. In fact, whether you realized it or not, 

walking this journey of faith alongside you has oWen encouraged me in my own spiritual journey, 

especially when I needed to be reminded of the grace and mercy that sustains us all. I appreciate every 

God moment I’ve had around Rockford and all of the blessings you have given me in my Mme here. I will 

always cherish the relaMonships that have been formed here, and I will remain forever grateful to be a part 

of the body of Christ at and beyond Zion. 

So, dear ones, as I take my leave and step into this next season of ministry, I hope you know that I 

will carry with me all of the lessons I’ve learned and all the memories we’ve made here. I will also be 

keeping you all in prayer as you celebrate the rest of this anniversary year and follow the Spirit’s lead into 

a new season. This experience has truly transformed me, both as a person and as a pastoral leader, and I 

am grateful for the chance to be in a place that has had such an impact on me. 

 As difficult as it is for me to say goodbye and as sad as it makes me to officially close 

this chapter, I am excited to conMnue my preparaMon for ministry and bring what I’ve 

learned back to Wartburg. The experiences I’ve had, stories I’ve heard, and lessons I’ve 

learned here will inform how I lead, study, and worship on campus. And as I approach 

approval, ordinaMon, and first call (God willing), I can’t wait to see how everything I’ve 

learned on this formaMonal journey comes together. With God’s help and by God’s grace, I 

hope to one day serve another congregaMon with the same love and care that you’ve 

shown me. 

 Once again, it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your pastoral intern this year, and I 

praise God for the opportunity to have been a part of this wonderful community. 

 

Peace, Intern Alana Harms 
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AROUND ZION 

Z�)� L&���� � C�&�#� 

H)*�#)*��+ C�)��  
 

October 15, 2023 - 9:15 a.m. 
 

 Dear Zion Choir Friend,  
 

This year, 2023, marks the 140th Anniversary for Zion 

Lutheran Church and throughout the year, we are 

celebraMng this significant occasion with many special 

events. On October 15th, our church will host a 

“Homecoming Sunday” with the Rev. Dr. Denver Bitner 

preaching, and we hope that you will consider “coming 

home” to worship with us on that day.  

 

Through the leadership of various organists, choir 

directors, soloists, and members of our A Cappella and 

bell choirs, Zion has, indeed, carried on the tradiMon of 

our strong Lutheran musical heritage. So, in recogniMon 

of this anniversary year, we invite you to be part of our 

Zion Homecoming Choir for the service on Sunday, 

October 15th. There will be just one rehearsal 

beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the choir room on that day.  

 

The anthem for our worship will be the song “For the 

Beauty of the Earth” composed by John RuPer. This 

piece has a tender melody with deep and lush 

harmonies. The text proclaims the wonder of God’s love 

and goodness through the giW of community with 

“friends on earth and friends above.” If you would like 

to pracMce this song before October 15th, please let 

Jodi or Mary know and they will send the music to you.  

 

We ask that you mark your calendars and plan to join in 

the joy of singing and worshiping together on Sunday, 

October 15, 2023. Please email us so that we will know 

if you are able to parMcipate or not. We look forward to 

hearing from you and seeing you at Zion this fall!  

 

Peace,  The Zion Worship Team Jodi Beach, Pam Bitner, 

Intern Alana Harms, Mary Shore & Pastor Thomas  

 

Contact informa7on:  

jodibeach3@gmail.com mary.shore2021@gmail.com  

B + F-&99��+: We are in need of plasMc shopping 

bags for the Pantry. Please drop off at the office 

and join us on the fourth Monday for lots of fun 

while we fluff, (Coffee & treats too) Thanks, Karen 

Kermgard. 

B�:-� S�&,!—Wednesday Morning Bible Study at 

Stockholm Inn, 8:00AM, feel free to join the group 

P ���! D)� ��)�� Thank you all for  supporMng 

WOZ (Women of Zion) in our effort to collect food 

for Cornucopia Food Pantry   during the first six 

months of this year. The  pantry is busier than ever 

and certain items are sMll difficult to get from the 

food bank.  During September we’re asking for   

donaMons of cereal.  You can put the items in the 

grocery cart in the Narthex or bring to the church   

office.   Thanks again!    Karen Kermgard  

   WOZ—Save the Dates 

We have many fun acMviMes planned for the   

Women of Zion this fall.  
 

September 28th Thursday 9:30 Donuts in the park! 

Sinnissippi shelter by the golf course. 
 

October 26th Thursday 1:00 Easy Christmas CraWs 
 

November 19th Sunday Help with the recepMon for 

Pastor Katrina aWer the service. We will need help 

serving and bringing food.  
 

December 12th Tuesday Christmas Lunch-

eon 12:00 Stockholm Inn. Remember your White 

Elephant giW. 

There will be more details in the weekly bulleMns 

and The Grapevine.  

All are welcome!  



 

5  

Cornucopia Corner: Food for ThoughtCornucopia Corner: Food for ThoughtCornucopia Corner: Food for ThoughtCornucopia Corner: Food for Thought 
Have you noMced that the older you get the faster Mme flies?  This summer is no 

excepMon and has flown by.  Many of us have enjoyed being outside and having family 

and friends over for a cookout with plenty of food for everyone.  However, hundreds of 

families in the Rockford area have not been as fortunate. These families suffer from food 

insecurity and don’t know where their next meal is coming from. The Cornucopia Food 

Pantry serves about 105 families twice a week.  Even though the pandemic is officially over the need keeps 

growing.  InflaMon has hit the pantry as it has most of us.  Unfortunately, as the cost of food has increased 

the monetary donaMons have decreased.  For example, in April expenses doubled and some food items were 

unavailable.  Cornucopia is very thankful for the support they receive from Zion and the people of Rockford. 

But the pantry needs more help.  Each month WOZ has been collecMng nonperishable foods.  In August it was 

canned fruits and in September WOZ will be collecMng cereal for donaMon.  Please bring your cereal to the 

shopping cart in the narthex or directly to Jolyn’s office.  If you are looking for a new volunteer opportunity, 

please consider Cornucopia.  It’s as easy as one phone call to Peggy King, Cornucopia Director. 

He gives food to every creature. His love endures forever. (Psalms 136:25) 
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L<6><:7F@C T<6D 
Our Ministers - All the People of Zion 

Senior Pastor: Michael Thomas 

Pastoral  Intern: Rachel Perkins 

Office Manager: Jolyn Hess 

Faith Community Nurse: Mary Wedel 

Music Ministry Coordinator: Jodi Beach 

Custodian: Shanita Baker 

Outreach Coordinator: Janice Forrest                                  

Worship Media: Kurt Brown 

 

C)&�#�- M�*:��� 
Michael Beert, Bonnie Dahlberg, Gary Fulkerson,  

Debbie Gortowski, Kathy Hand, Ruth Larson,  

Angeles Polcher, James Rasch, Kris Sommer, 

Pastor Michael Thomas, Neal Tolodxi 

 

 2023 Church Council Officers  
 President:            Kris Sommer 

 Vice-President:  Michael Beert 

 Treasurer:      James Rasch 

 Secretary:      Ruth Larson 

 Pastor:     Michael E. Thomas 

 

www.zionrockford.com 

www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford 

www.youtube.com/zionrockford 

P:6i<: C9:=<:  

 
WE ASK YOU TO PRAY  FOR: 

 The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop 

Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastoral Intern Rachel 

Perkins, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of  the 

Burmese congregaMon; the Zion Staff, Zion Outreach 

Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots’ Gateway Center, 

KaMe's Cup and  Zion Development CorporaMon. 

 Pastor Cosmas Mujungu of Sepuka Parish  

 Pastor Selvakumar and Arcot Lutheran Church in India 

and Sepuka/Msisi Church in Tanzania.    

 For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference 

churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and 

students of Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area 

Lutheran Ministries. 

 For those who grieve loss of Sharon Habing. 

 For healing: Eloise Anderson, Kurt Brown, ColePe 

Buchert, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie Dahlberg, Jim Duhigg, 

Vanda Nielsen, Debbie Raymond, Linda Reinhardt, Becky 

Sharpe, Wayne Spitzer and Ingrid Tryggestad. 
 

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of graMtude to 

share, please noMfy Pastor Mike or Intern Rachel.   

The prayer room is upstairs to the leW of the sanctuary  

and is available during office hours  

and on Sunday before and aWer worship services.   

 

 

DONATIONS WELCOMED!DONATIONS WELCOMED!DONATIONS WELCOMED!DONATIONS WELCOMED!    
Mailed...In-Person...Online 

We are grateful for your generosity in supporMng our ministries at 

and beyond Zion. There are envelopes at the place you are sikng 

and in the lobby. DonaMons can be mailed to the church office or 

placed in the Offering Box in the back at the pole on the pulpit side 

before, during and aWer worship. You can also donate through the 

mobile app called, Vanco Mobile.  You can download the Vanco Mobile 

app for free from the App Store or Google Play. From there, you can 

make a one-Mme donaMon or set up recurring giving right through the 

app to our various ministries. If you have quesMons with online or the 

mobile app, please email zionrockfordfinances@gmail.com for more 

informaMon.  

GRAPEVINE DEADLINE F9: 8F< October 2023 G:6C<l@=<, <D6@? Ei  S<C8<DE<: 13, 2023 to 

zionrockford@gmail.com or submit an arMcle, please send a hardcopy to the church office. 
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Sunday	Worship	at	9:15am	

In	the	Worship	Space	
Also Facebook Live/Online Worship 

 
(Also posted at www.youtube.com/zionrockford aWerwards) 

	

Burmese	Worship	at	10:30am	

In	the	Chapel 

Zion is a congrega�on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

PARTNERSHIPS 


