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TWENTYTHIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST E LCA
PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision/Open Our Eyes, Lord”

Arr. By Mark Hayes
The Holy Spirit calls and gathers us together as the people of God

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Faithful
God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace
the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We
exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses
instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what
we have broken,

renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, + in Christ Jesus
your sins are forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set
free.

Amen.


http://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford

GATHERING SONG “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” Red Hymnal #825

1 Rejoice, ye pure in heart! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;
your festal banner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!

2 With voice as full and strong as ocean's surging praise,
send forth the sturdy hymns of old, the psalms of ancient days.
Refrain

3 With all the angel choirs, with all the saints on earth
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rapture, noblest mirth.
Refrain

4 Still lift your standard high, still march in firm array,
as pilgrims through the darkness wend till dawns the golden day.
Refrain

5 At last the march shall end; the wearied ones shall rest;
the pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest. Refrain

6 Praise God who reigns on high, the Lord whom we adore:
the Father, Son, and Spirit blest, one God forevermore. Refrain

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE Refrain
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.

Verses
1 For peace in the world, for the health of the church,
for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

Refrain
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way.
Kyrie eleison, ev'ry day.
2 That we may live out your impassioned response
to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

3 For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

4 For your spirit to guide;
that you center our lives in the water and the word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

SONG OF PRAISE “Glorify Thy Name”
Father we love You, We worship and adore You.
(Chorus)

Glorify Thy name in all the earth
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name Glorify Thy name in all the earth

Jesus, we love You, we worship and adore You. (Chorus)
Spirit, we love You, we worship and adore You. (Chorus)



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you
nothing is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with
you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary
without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING Malachi 4:1-2a

" See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and
all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. *°
But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings.

Word of God. Word of Promise. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98 (Congregation reads the bold)
"Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
’ O LoRD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
’You remember your steadfast love
and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“ Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
> Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
° With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
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" Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

° Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
who comes to judge the earth.

’ The Lorp will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

°Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living
irresponsibly and not according to the tradition that they received from
us. ' For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
irresponsible when we were with you, ° and we did not eat anyone’s
bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and
day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This was not because we
do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate. ™
For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone
unwilling to work should not eat. " For we hear that some of you are
living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. “ Now such
persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their
work quietly and to earn their own living. - Brothers and sisters, do not
be weary in doing what is right.

Word of God. Word of Promise. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“Wind of the Spirit”

Wind of the Spirit, move fresh as we worship
and fill us with hope ev’ry day. Breath of creation, blow life in our being,
and gift us with purpose, we pray; so our life is filled with meaning,
and love is what we’re breathing in the wind of the Spirit,
wind of the Spirit.



The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19

°When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, °“As for these
things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left
upon another; all will be thrown down.” 7They asked him, “Teacher,
when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take
place?” ® And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will
come in my name and say, ‘l am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go
after them. ” “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be
terrified, for these things must take place first, but the end will not
follow immediately.” "’ Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against
nation and kingdom against kingdom; " there will be great earthquakes
and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven. * “But before all this occurs, they
will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because
of my name. ” This will give you an opportunity to testify. ** So make up
your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, = for | will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. '° You will be betrayed even by parents and
siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death.
"You will be hated by all because of my name. ' But not a hair of your
head will perish. *° By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas



SERMON SONG “How Firm A Foundation” Red Hymnal #796
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for | am your God and will still give you aid;

I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.
The flames shall not hurt you; | only design

your dross to consume and your gold to refine."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. |
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

MUSIC & OFFERING

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts
toward the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table.
You can also go online at www.zionrockford.com
or you can click on the QR code.

TABLE BLESSING  “We Eat the Bread of Teaching”
Red Hymnal #518
Refrain
We eat the bread of teaching, drink wine of wisdom,
are given here a taste of the kingdom.
Together joined, the greatest and the least,
we all are one at Wisdom's holy feast.

1 Wisdom calls throughout the city, knows our hunger, and in pity
gives her loving invitation to the banquet of salvation. Refrain



2 Simple ones whose hearts are yearning,
come and gain from Wisdom's learning;
bread and wine she is preparing,

know her loving in the sharing. Refrain

3 Enter with delight and singing, for her richness now is bringing
us this joyful celebration; eat and drink in jubilation. Refrain

THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Please come to the front for communion today.
Receive the wafer with an open hand.
The cups of wine are red and juice is in the center and the juice is clear.
There are individual communion cups at the prayer table. By the piano.
Dispose of them in the lobby.

COMMUNION SONGS
“By Your Hand You Feed Your People” Red Hymnal #469
By your hand you feed your people,
food of angels, heaven's bread.
For these gifts we did not labor,
by your grace have we been fed:

Refrain
Christ's own body, blessed and broken,
cup o'er flowing, life outpoured,
given as a living token
of your world redeemed, restored.

2 In this meal we taste your sweetness,
bread for hunger, wine of peace.
Holy word and holy wisdom
satisfy our deepest needs. Refrain

3 Send us now with faith and courage
to the hungry, lost, bereaved.
In our living and our dying,
we become what we receive: Refrain

10



“Open Our Eyes, Lord”
Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus,
To reach out and touch Him, and say that we love Him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.
Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s
resurrection, you send light to conquer darkness, water to give
new life and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection that we may show
your glory to all the world. Through Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save
you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The

holy Trinity bless you * and grant you a faithful and courageous
heart now and forever.

Amen.

THE SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



SENDING SONG “Lord of All Hopefulness” Red Hymnal #765

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

SENDING
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Lord of All Hopefulness”

Reprinted from Words for Worship, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

*  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175
*  Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93
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WOMEN OF ZION
During the month of November we are requesting donations of Canned soups—Highly
recommend chicken noodle. Also cereal is always in demand) for distribution at the
Cornucopia Food Pantry. There is a great need for these items! A grocery cartis in the
Narthex for donations, or you can bring them to the church office. You can donate to
Cornucopia on our church website and we pass along the donation to the pantry organization.
Thanks so much!

December 9th Tuesday 12:30 “WOZ CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON"” Stockholm Inn. Everyone buys
their own lunch. We will have an optional white elephant gift exchange. Mark your calendars
and watch the weekly bulletins and Grapevine for further details. If you have any questions,
please ask one of the WOZ board members. Thank you, Sue Drilling, Margaret Hallin, Karen
Kermgard, Kathy Rasch, Mary Franzen

CHRISTMAS BOXES THANK YOU

We raised enough for 150

GOAL: 150 BOXES Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets.
$25.00 Each Box! 150 Boxes | $3,750.00

35 given away at Zion
25 given away at Patriots
85 given away at Blackhawk

Checks made out to Needed |$3,150.00 5 given away Fire Dept.
Zion Lutheran Church

$3,750.00 Needed Raised So Far| $600.00

® , Happy eabt’mg! o Z10N FORUM
Zion’s N November 30, 2025

vaer
s

10:30am in Fellowship Hall

November 22,2025
1:00pm in Fellowship Hall

TopriC: NATIVE AMERICANS
& THANKSGIVING!

RICHARD RUNDALL

Join us for a community meal at Ruthie’s Kitchen with the Burmese Church of Zion,
New Life Church, Freedom Baptist Church and Zion Lutheran Church as we
celebrate a diversity of people and food in this season of gratitudel
Sponsored and Held at Zion Lutheran Church - 925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

Zon Lutberan Chucch - 925 it Averue -~ Rockfoed, 1L

FREE TURKEY BASKET Jey Fund 2025
Contact Zion Lutheran Church ey F d y
815-964-4609 DONATIONS FOR |
zionrockford@gmail.com .
For A FREE Basket! Cornucopia
Food Pantry

PicK-UP AT ZION
925 FIFTH AVENUE - ROCKFORD £~

Checks made out to Zion Lutheran Church

BAG FLUFFING  comucon —
FOR CORNUCOPIA FOOD PANTRY C ‘\:{@t

Food Pantry “Christmas
Flika”

Fourth Monday at 1:00pm
Zion Lutheran Church — Youth Center!
m 1

|

December 7, 2025
10:15am




PRAYER CORNER! WE AsK YOoU To PRAY FOR:
¢ The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver
Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion
Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, Katie's Cup and Zion Development
Corporation.
¢ Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assisting Pastor Evan Kiula, and Assisting Pastor Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka
Parish (Tanzania)
¢  Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.
¢ For the Northern lllinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of
Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.
¢ For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Harriet Basel, Linda Reinhardt, Jerry Stalcup, and Scott Swan.
¢  For healing: Eloise Anderson, Colette Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie Dahlberg, Norma
Daugherty, Karen Eiseman, John Hoyt, Gary Johnson, Leola LeGault, Jim McDowell, Terry Morgan, Mary Norman,
Betty Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Carl Stoutenberg, Brian Veitch, and Gary Wegner, Jr.
If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike. The prayer room is
upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and after worship
services.

’
WORSHIP LEADER’S TODAY WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE

Communion Asst. Connie Heden and Gary Zeien https://www.facebook.com/
Fellowship: Dahlberg Family zionlutheranrockford Y
- . (11 Tube}
Music: Jodi Beach www.youtube.com/zionrockford
Reader: Connie Heden Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel
Usher: Charlie Dahlberg
PROGRAMS AND MINISTRIES THIS WEEK

Sunday 9:15am Worship

10:15am Fellowship—In Honor of Charlie Dahlberg’s 88th Birthday

11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel

1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room
Monday 9:30am Book Study—Multipurpose Room
Tuesday 8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room
Wednesday 8:00am Book Study—Stockholm Inn

8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room
Thursday 8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room
Saturday 1:00pm Zion’s Mosaic Meal and Ruthie’s Kitchen
Sunday 9:15am Worship in the Fellowship Hall

10:15am Fellowship

10:30am Advent and Christmas Decorating at Zion!

11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel

1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room

UPCOMING
November 29 & 30 3:00pm Handel’s Messiah—Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Michael Beert Director
December 9 12:30am WOZ Christmas Lunch/White Elephant Gift Exchange-Stockholm Inn
Christmas i e o o BERSR
Cantata Christmas’Eve Worship
Worship X =
Gl i December 24" at 10:00 pm

December 21, 2025 |

9:30pm String Quartet Concert
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