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PRELUDE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. By Mark Hayes
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure.
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Long-
expected God,
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God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own

righteousness. + You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to
welcome the Savior.
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GATHERING SONG “People Look East” Red Hymnal #248
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S  near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night 1is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond  the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev - 'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim  the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look
that in course the flow'r may flour - 1ish. Peo-ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord iIs com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, is on the way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, 1s on the  way.
cast, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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Beloved, once again, we embark on the Advent path that points us to the

coming of Jesus.
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We remember the signs and the times that heralded the arrival of the

baby Jesus, God Incarnate.

2 S 22dz2NySeée (23SUKSNJ 026 NR GKS R
We tell the stories once again as we learn how to discern the signs and

the times, watching for glimpses of God’s here-and-not-yet kingdom

among us.
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Come, let us worship God who shines a light to guide us on the path to

peace and flourishing for all creation.
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SONG OF PRAISE “You Are Holy” Red Hymnal #525
You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more
than we ever understand. You are always at hand.
Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here
to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead.
You are holy, you are wholeness, you are present.
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord!
Sing hosanna in the highest! Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
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Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and
enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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FIRST READING lIsaiah 2:1-5

"The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
“In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established
as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all
the nations shall stream to it. ° Many peoples shall come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. “ He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more. ° O house of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the LORD!

Word of God. Word of Promise. ¢KIFIyla 68S

PSALM 122 (Congregation reads the bold)
"I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
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* Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
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> For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
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’ Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
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’ Because of the house of the LORD our God,
| will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when
we became believers; " the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then
throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; * let us
walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. “ Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.

Word of God. Word of Promise. ¢CKIFIyla 0SS G2

ADVENT WREATH LITURGY

The prophet Isaiah calls to us from the past to imagine the future when

God’s reign will be fully realized and recognized throughout creation.

When that time comes, God “shall judge between the nations and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares

and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword

against nation; neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4).
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We light this candle of hope as a sign of our promise to follow the Light

as we answer God'’s call to transform our hope into reality today and in

the days to come.

Light the first candl e of



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
“Emmanuel”
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel;
God with us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel.
(Repeat)

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th Chapter.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44

[Jesus said to the disciples,] *°“About that day and hour no one
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
*’For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. * For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered
the ark, ” and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. “Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. ** Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will
be left. ** Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. > But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. *
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”
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The gospelofourlord. t N} A &S (2 @&2d=

SERMON Pastor Michael Thomas
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SERMON SONG “The King of Glory”

N u Refrain
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The King of glo-ry comes, the na- tion re - joic - es.
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O - pen the  gates be - fore him, lift wup your  voic - es.
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1 Who is the King of glo - ry; how shall ~we «call him?
2 In all of Gal -i - lee, in cit -y or vil - lage,
3 Sing then of Da- V1d s Son, our  Sav - ior and broth - er;
4 He gave his life for wus, the pledge of sal - va - tion;
5 He con - quered sin and death; he tru - ly has ris - en,
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He is Em - man - u - el, the prom-ised of ag - es.
he goes a - mong his peo-ple, cur-ing their ill - ness.
in all of Gal - 1 - lee was nev - er an - oth - er
he took up - on him-self the sins of the na - ton.
and he will  share with us his heav-en - ly vi - sion.

APOSTLES’ CREED
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Lord, in your mercy | ST NJ 2 dzNJ LINJ & S NI

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you.
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MUSIC & OFFERING

Offering envelopes are available in the pews at your seat to designate gifts
toward the ministries of Zion. The Offering Box is by the prayer table.
You can also go online at www.zionrockford.com
or you can click on the QR code.

TABLE BLESSING  “We Are Waiting for Jesus”

e | P

y AV | — I | i. )] — | I i =
% - = \,' i
1 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
2 We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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Sun of jus - tice, shine up-on us; we are trust - ing

in your prom-ise.

Lov-ing Shep-herd, walk be-side us; stir our hearts, and gent-ly guide us.
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We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
We are wait - ing for Je - sus; Je - sus brings peace.
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PRAYER
Let us pray. Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from
the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward
those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare
us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
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The Lord be with you. Il yR ftaz2 6A0GK &2
Lift up your hearts. 2SS fAD UKSY G2 0

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
LG A& NAIKG G2 3IAVS D2R GKFyla |

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
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Pl ease come to the front for communion today.

The cups of wine are red and juice is in t

There are individual communi on cups at the praye



COMMUNION SONGS
“O Day of Peace” Red Hymnal #711
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1 O day of peace that dim-ly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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de-liv-ered from our self - ish schemes.

guide us to jus - tice, truth, and love,
a lit-tle child shall lead them all.

as Dbeasts and cat - tle calm-ly graze,
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May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,
Then en - e-mies shall learn to love, all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be ful-filled, for all the earth shall know the Lord.
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“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” Red Hymnal #254
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1 Come, thou long-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2 Born thy peo-ple to de - liv-er, born a child, and yet a king;
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
born to reign in us for-ev -er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is -rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art,
By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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dear de - sire of ev-'ry na-tion, joy of ev-ry long-ing heart.
by thine all-suf - fi - cient mer-it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.
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“Come Now, O Prince of Peace” Red Hymnal #247
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make wus one bod - .
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - .
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni -ty make us  one bod - .
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u - ri - ga han - mom i-ru-ge ha - so - sO.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on -cile all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.
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Let us pray: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you
send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world. Through
Christ, our risen Lord.
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BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father,? Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you
patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share
todayandalways. ! YSY &
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CHOOSE TO HOPE
Marty Haugen
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1. Hope is born  when we choose to be-lieve that
2. Hope will grow  when we choose to be - lieve that
3. Hope will shine when we choose to be - lieve a
4. Sing out hope through the vio - lence and fear, for
= — : |
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love is strong - er  than ha -  tred.
we are sis - ters and broth - ers.
lit - tle child will lead us.
God is pres - ent  be - side us.
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Love is born when our hearts learn to see that
Love will grow when our hearts learn to see the
Love will shine when our hearts learn to see that
Prince of Peace, make your home  with us here; your
0 |
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ev - ry per - son  is sa - cred.
life we share with each oth - er. In the
God is dwell - ing  with - in us.
love and wis - dom will guide  us.
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times of dark - ness, in times of fear, choose to hope,
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choose to love, and know  that God is near.
Last time, during Advent: Em - man - u - el is near.

SENDING

Go in peace. Keep awake.

POSTLUDE
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“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” arr. By Mark Hayes
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Help us to celebrate at Christmas this year! Help us to beautify Zion’s worship space for the Advent and
Christmas Season by sponsoring a poinsettia plant for our Christmas Garden. You can sponsor a flower or a
gift for the pantry. Names will be listed on an insert in our Christmas Eve bulletin.

Please fill out the bottom portion of this insert, enclose your check for $15.00/plant or designated amount
for non-plant donation, and either place in the collection basket or return it to the Church office by Monday,
December 7, 2025 (firm deadline). You can take your plant home after worship during the Christmas season.

You can also donate on our website at www.zionrockford.com/donate.

Your Name:

In Memory of

In Honor of

Merry Christmas to

Number of Plants: Amount Paid: S

| would like to take my plant home (circle) YES - NO

Donation to Cornucopia Food Pantry: S

Donation to: S

Reprinted fromWo r d s f 0,CopWightr©s2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #SAS004285. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright
© 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

*  Used by permission. Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-726175

Pattern of Worship—resource from ELW pages 91-93

*
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During the month of December we are requesting donationsof/ | Y'Y SR T NHzA 1 4%
I VR .\WSofcdredl is always in demand) for distribution at the Cornucopia Food Pantry.
There is a great need for these items! A grocery cart is in the Narthex for donations, or you
can bring them to the church office. You can donate to Cornucopia on our church website and
we pass along the donation to the pantry organization. Thanks so much!

December 9t hc&Thue s dayi 8192 AR0ckiiohmAnin. &Evdrgohe buys
their own lunch. We will have an optional white elephant gift exchange. Mark your calendars
and watch the weekly bulletins and Grapevine for further details. If you have any questions,

please ask one of the WOZ board members. If you are able to join us, please let Karen
Kermgard know by December 7th so you have a seat!
Thank you, Sue Drilling, Margaret Hallin, Karen Kermgard, Kathy Rasch, Mary Franzen

| I y &S fa S avll dgdinKe presented Saturday and Sunday Nov. 29 and 30 at 3

PM at Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 920 3" Ave downtown Rockford. No admission, freewill offer-
ing, professional musicians, as well as a 60-voice choir from many area churches! Information

at RockfordChoralUnion.com.

ORDINATION OF
ot

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
DECEMBER 14, 2020

SERVICE AT 3 PM | 925 5TH AVE, ROCKFORD IL

i

Rehearsal will begin at 2pm.
Rostered leaders will robe and
process in.



http://rockfordchoralunion.com/

A TG = CHRISTMAS BOXES

Fourth Monday at 1:00pm

Zion Lutheran Church - Youth Center!

GOAL: 150 BOXES

$25.00 Each Box! 150 Boxes | $3,750.00

$3,750.00 Needed Raised So Far| $850.00

Checks made out to Needed $2,900.00

Zion Lutheran Church

Z10N FORUM
November 30, 2025

10:30am in Fellowship Hall

Joy Fund 2025

DONATIONS FOR

ToPIC: NATIVE AMERICANS o
Y .
& THANKSGIVING! NO GIVING! Cornucopla

GIVE THANKS EVERYDAY.

RICHARD RUNDALL Food Pa ntry

Sponsored and Held at Zion Lutheran Church - 925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104

Checks made out to Zion Lutheran Church

Zion Partners 2025

“Christmas Christmas Party
WHEN: Tuesday, December 16, 2025

Fikan s . When: Noon - 1:30pm

WHERE: Zion Lutheran Church

WHO: Board & Staff Members of
i O 8 KATIE’SCUP—PATRIOTS GATEWAY CENTER—ZION OUTREACH "*""'°"
December 7, 2025 . — = ZION DEVELOPMENT— ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH '.‘5"3,‘.%?5
10:15am ‘ N RSVP to 815.964.4609 or zionrockford@gmail.com zI0N
BRING A DISH TO PASS =

(White elephant gift exchange)

Christmas fiifi[FSEEESHI|| _ ‘
Cantata S8 = Christm'ds’Eve Worshlp
Worship L)

015am N BuCat Y R s '~ December 24th at 10:00 pm
December 21, 2025 W' :

9:30pm String Quartet Concert

New Ladie’s Circle!

December 8, 2025

Monday at 6:00pm
At Donna Leger’s House

Join us to start a new small group for women!
Any woman interested can attend or

email us of your interest at zionrockford@gmail.com!
Call Zion at 815-964-4609 for the address!

Zion Lutheran Church - 925 Fifth Avenue - Rockford, IL 61104
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3  The ELCA, Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Bishop Stacie Fidlar, Pastor Thomas, Pastor Emeritus Denver
Bitner, the Zion Church Council, Pastor Caleb Uk of the Burmese congregation; the Zion Staff, Zion
Outreach Board, Staff and Programs of Patriots Gateway Center, Katie's Cup and Zion Development
Corporation.

3 Senior Pastor Ndeshifose Akyoo, Assisting Pastor Evan Kiula, and Assisting Pastor Yohanna Samson Ntui of Sepuka

Parish (Tanzania)

Bishop Peter Paul Thomas and Pastor Selvakumar Arcot Lutheran Church in India and Pastor Mytch Dorvilier.

R For the Northern Illinois Synod; North Conference churches; Midtown Lutheran Parish, faculty and students of

Rockford Lutheran Schools, Rockford Area Lutheran Ministries.

For those who grieve the loss of loved ones: Harriet Basel, Linda Reinhardt, Jerry Stalcup, and Scott Swan.

R For healing: Eloise Anderson, Colette Buchert, Norm Buchert, Linda Callahan, Yolanda Churchill, Charlie Dahlberg,
Norma Daugherty, Karen Eiseman, John Hoyt, Gary Johnson, Leola LeGault, Jim McDowell, Terry Morgan, Mary
Norman, Betty Jo Rodey, Wayne Spitzer, Carrie Steder, Carl Stoutenberg, Brian Veitch, and Gary Wegner, Jr.

If you have a prayer request or a prayer of thanksgiving to share, please notify Pastor Mike. The prayer room is

upstairs to the left of the sanctuary and is available during office hours and on Sunday before and after worship

services.

xR
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Communion Asst. mittee chairs, partners and staff we ask you
Fellowship: Bonnie Dahlberg to submit your annual report in writing or
Music: Jodi Beach email to Jolyn at zionrockford@gmail.com.

Reader: Nancy Warden | dd h ¢ h
Usher: Charlie Dahlberg Please add any photos of events you have

o~ A \th(EOlJthroughout the year! We ask for these
by A 01 . .

facebook :

httos./ e facebook com/ reports to be submitted as soon as possible

- If you have any questions please contact
zionlutheranrockford Youl T

www.youtube.com/zionrockford Jolyn by email or phone the office.
Please subscribe to the Zion YouTube channel
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Sunday 9:15am First Sunday of Advent Worship
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Forum: Native Americans and Thanksgiving
11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel
1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room
Monday 9:30am Book Study—Multipurpose Room
Tuesday 8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room
Wednesday 8:00am Book Study—Stockholm Inn
8:30am RVC ESL Class—Marander Room
1:30pm Finance Zion Budget
Thursday 8:30am RSV ESL Class—Marander Room
9:00am Annual Report Articles due
Saturday 1:00pm Ruthie’s Kitchen
Sunday 9:15am Worship—Second Sunday of Advent
10:15am Fellowship
10:30am Christmas Fika
11:00am Burmese Worship Service—Chapel
1:00pm New Life Worship Service-Conrad Room
1:30pm Christmas Caroling at Peterson Meadows
't/ halLbD
December 9 12:30am WOZ Christmas Lunch/White Elephant Gift Exchange-Stockholm Inn
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https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheranrockford/
http://www.youtube.com/zionrockford

